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We are delighted to launch 
the EPIC STAYS resources — 
a milestone moment 
celebrating the release of all 
our key project outputs that 
support the growing demand 
for authentic, sustainable, 
and memorable 
accommodation 
experiences.

EPIC STAYS was created to 
support current and aspiring 

tourism entrepreneurs, 
educators, VET trainers, and 
rural tourism stakeholders 
across Europe who are eager 
to explore the potential of 
alternative accommodation 
models — from glamping 
pods and cabins to 
treehouses, heritage 
conversions, eco-lodges, wild 
camping frameworks, and 
low-impact remote stays.

Epic Stays is more than 
a resource hub; it is a 
community SME 
business practice!!! 

Title
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Empowering the 
Future of Alternative 
Tourism 
Accommodation in 
Europe
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Photo Credit: Panoramic Glass Lodge, Iceland
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EPIC STAYS resources are 
designed for:

❖ Tourism educators
❖ VET trainers
❖ Tourism entrepreneurs 

and SMEs
❖ Rural and regional 

development agencies
❖ Accommodation 

operators
❖ Students exploring 

tourism innovation
❖ Policymakers
❖ Destination development 

bodies

Open Free Access for All…

Who Is Epic 
Stays  For?

Photo Credit: Amsterdam the Crane by YAYS, 
Netherlands
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Why Alternative 
Accommodation 

Matters Now

Epic Stays was Created 
to Support the ATA 

Trend and Shift in the 
Industry!

Across Europe, tourism demand 
continues to expand while many 
regions face:
❖ A shortage of traditional 

accommodation
❖ Increased visitor interest in 

authentic, rural and nature-
based experiences

❖ A need to support SMEs and 
local communities

❖ The urgency to build 
sustainable and regenerative 
tourism models

Visitors today seek choice, 
connection, design, nature, 
community and meaning — not 
just a hotel room.
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Addressing a Pressing 
Industry Need

Alternative accommodation 
responds to this shift, opening 
the door for entrepreneurship, 
rural revitalisation, innovation, 
and new business models.

EPIC STAYS was created to 
support that shift — 
empowering VET educators, 
learners, and tourism 
entrepreneurs across Europe to 
confidently design, develop, 
and operate alternative 
tourism accommodation (ATA) 
that is sustainable, innovative, 
and commercially viable.

Visitors Seek ATAs
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Global tourism is undergoing a 
significant transformation. 
Traditional accommodation 
categories alone no longer 
meet the expectations of 
today’s travellers — 
particularly:

❖ Digital nomads
❖ Slow and regenerative 

tourism seekers
❖ Eco-conscious visitors
❖ Adventure, wellness, or 

culture-focused niche 
travellers

From forest cabins in 

Slovenia, to treehouses 
overlooking Italian hills, to 
dark sky pods in Ireland, 
travellers are choosing places 
that offer a sense of 
experience, identity, and 
exclusivity.

EPIC STAYS helps tourism 
stakeholders understand this 
emerging market and turn 
ideas into in-demand, 
purpose-led accommodation 
models.

Designed With 
Sustainability at the Core.

EPIC STAYS supports the 
European transition toward:

• Low-impact design
• Circular economy principles
• Regenerative tourism
• Rural resilience
• Community benefit models

Why Alternative 
Accommodation 
Matters Now

5Photo Credit: : A-Frame in Soča, Gorizia, Slovenia
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The Need for Alternative Tourism Accommodation across Europe

The Epic Stays Research Report delivers a detailed analysis of the 
benefits, challenges, and key drivers shaping the demand for 
alternative tourism accommodation (ATA) across Europe. 

Serving as a flagship resource of the Epic Stays project, this report 
provides a comprehensive roadmap for navigating the complexities 
of the alternative tourism sector. 

It underscores the critical importance of a unified, competency-
based approach for advancing ATA, highlighting the transformative 
impact of strategic practices rooted in policy awareness and 
practical skills. https://epicstays.eu/epic-stays-research-report/ 

Epic Stays Research Report
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Inspiring European Good Practice Showcase

The Epic Stays EU Compendium of Good Practice in Alternative 
Tourism Accommodation is an inspiring showcase and learning 
resource designed to spark new ideas and elevate the potential 
within the alternative accommodation sector. 

This comprehensive resource serves as a guide for tourism industry 
professionals, policymakers, VET educators, and SMEs committed 
to sustainable and innovative accommodation models. 
https://epicstays.eu/compendium-of-good-practice/ 

Epic Stays Compendium of Good Practice

https://epicstays.eu/compendium-of-good-practice/
https://epicstays.eu/compendium-of-good-practice/
https://epicstays.eu/compendium-of-good-practice/
https://epicstays.eu/compendium-of-good-practice/
https://epicstays.eu/compendium-of-good-practice/
https://epicstays.eu/compendium-of-good-practice/
https://epicstays.eu/compendium-of-good-practice/
https://epicstays.eu/compendium-of-good-practice/
https://epicstays.eu/compendium-of-good-practice/


EP
IC

 S
TA

Y
S 

| 
D

ES
IG

N
IN

G
 IN

N
O

V
A

TI
V

E 
TO

U
R

IS
M

 S
TA

YS

Ever dreamed of turning your land, building, or big idea into a 
place where people love to stay? Let Epic Stays show you how. This 
hands-on, free course walks you step by step through designing, 
funding, and running your own alternative accommodation. 

The focus here is SME, so anything from a singular glamping pod in 
the countryside of Ireland to multiple tree houses in a lush forest in 
Slovenia, we have it covered. https://epicstays.eu/modules/ 

“If you’re ready to start small and think big, you’re in the right 
place”

Epic Stays FREE Course
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A poster of a house

AI-generated content may be incorrect.
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Inspiring Journeys: European SME Entrepreneurs Who Built Their 
Own Epic Stays

Discover our Case Studies and how visionary entrepreneurs across 
Europe turned bold alternative accommodation ideas into thriving, 
sustainable tourism businesses. From castles reborn as luxury 
retreats, to eco-pods powered by the sun, to farms diversified into 
glamping sanctuaries — these stories show what’s possible when 
creativity meets resilience. https://epicstays.eu/case-studies/ 

Ready to be inspired? Browse and download over 33 case studies.

Epic Stays Case Studies
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Dr. Radu Mihailescu

NHL-Stenden University

Dr Noelle O’Connor
Technological University 

of the Shannon

Dr Tony Johnston
Technological University 

of the Shannon

Laura Magan
Momentum

Dr Catriona Murphy
Technological University 

of the Shannon

Angela 
Meridaunia

Lucia Pia

Meridaunia
Tatjana Klakočar

VSGT Maribor
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Thank you from the Project Team

Kjartan Bollason
Holar University

Dr Lucia Tomassini,
NHL Stenden University

Magnea Lára Elínardóttir
Holar University
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Follow Our Journey

• Click to type

Get Connected Today

• Website https://epicstays.eu/ 

• LinkedIn https://www.linkedin.com/company/epic-

stays/posts/?feedView=all 

• Instagram https://www.instagram.com/epicstayseu 

•
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