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This compendium showcases examples properties across Europe. The intention is to 
inspire you and your communities with what is possible in the alternative 
accommodation sector. The Epic Stays Compendium is designed as a comprehensive 
resource for tourism industry professionals, policymakers, VET educators, and small to 
medium enterprises (SMEs) interested in sustainable and innovative accommodation 
models. To use this guide effectively, start by familiarising yourself with the 
ŎƻƳǇŜƴŘƛǳƳΩǎ main sections, which address critical challenges in tourism, such as the 
European tourism crisis, climate change, and rural economic diversification. Each 
section provides insights, case studies, and actionable strategies to help stakeholders 
understand and implement sustainable, circular, and alternative tourism practices. 

The Epic Stays Compendium is best read in conjunction with our Epic Stays Research 
Report and our website, https://www.epicstays.eu, where you will find further images, 
case studies, good practice examples and inspiration from around Europe. These 
examples highlight real-world applications of alternative accommodations from Iceland, 
Italy, Slovenia, the Netherlands, and Ireland, demonstrating how EPIC STAYS can cater to 
modern travelers' evolving preferences for unique and eco-friendly experiences. 

A GUIDE TO USING 
THE EPIC STAYS 
COMPENDIUM

7Photo Credit: Birdbox Treehouse, Donegal, Ireland

WELCOME!

https://www.epicstays.eu/
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INTRODUCTION TO 
THE EPIC STAYS 
PROJECT

Photo Credit: Niki Dell'Anno ς Visit Monti Dauni
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Imagine a Europe where travelers can choose from an amazing diversity of one-of-a-
kind stays, from reimagined farmhouses in remote villages to solar-powered treehouses 
and repurposed historic buildings. Epic Stays ƛǎƴΩǘ just about places to sleep; ƛǘΩǎ about 
creating new novel wow and improved experiences that celebrate local culture, 
sustainability, and innovation in hospitality.

Epic Stays refers to alternative tourism accommodation that is non-traditional 
accommodation options which offer unique and often personalised experiences distinct 
from standard hotels or resorts. Such properties may include eco-friendly lodges, bed 
and breakfasts, farm stays, vacation rentals, hostels, and boutique guesthouses. This 
present compendium is a complementary document to the project, which also includes 
a VET course, a research report, a website and a number of dissemination events 
offered across Iceland, the Netherlands, Italy, Slovenia, and Ireland during 2024 and 
2025. For further information about the project please visit https://epicstays.eu/ 

Epic Stays accommodations emphasise sustainability, cultural immersion, and 
authenticity, catering to travellers who seek deeper connections with local communities 
and environments. Across Europe the range of properties which can fall into this 
category is somewhat unlimited ς basically, it incorporates all unconventional 
accommodation. These alternative options tend to have some similar characteristics, 
however, generally being smaller-scale, locally-owned businesses, which provide more 
intimate settings and often promoting eco-conscious practices. This type of 
accommodation aligns with the growing demand for responsible and experiential travel, 
offering diverse and flexible options for tourists who value distinct and meaningful 
stays.

INTRODUCTION 
AND DEFINITION 
OF EPIC STAYS

01
WELCOME TO THE EPIC 
STAYS PROJECTτAN 
INNOVATIVE GAME-
CHANGER FOR TOURISM 
ACCOMMODATION AND AN 
INNOVATIVE CONTRIBUTOR 
TO RURAL ECONOMIES, 
MITIGATING CLIMATE 
CHANGE AND 
Lb±LDhw!¢LbD 9¦wht9Ω{ 
RURAL LANDSCAPES! 

https://epicstays.eu/
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Imagine a restored 200-year-old farmhouse set in the remote Italian countryside, 
offering guests a true retreat from urban life with the charm of historical architecture 
and the ease of modern, sustainable living. 

The farmhouse has been creatively transformed into a boutique άŜŎƻ-ƭƻŘƎŜέ that 
incorporates solar energy, rainwater harvesting, and natural materials for insulation. 

This is an Epic Stays alternative accommodation as it keeps its authentic character while 
offering spacious, comfortable rooms, communal cooking spaces stocked with local 
ingredients, and unique outdoor areas designed for connection with nature. 

Guests can immerse themselves in the ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ traditions, engage with local 
communities, experience unique experiences and enjoy the amazing natural 
environments these accommodations reside. Activities can include craft making, wine-
making, or farm tours, while staying in a setting that champions circular economy 
principles. Imagine a property using mostly repurposed materials and reducing the 
impact on the environment and therefore combating climate change. LǘΩǎ an alternative 
accommodation based experience that harmonizes with the landscape and promotes 
rural revitalization, perfectly reflecting the Epic Stays mission of sustainable, alternative 
tourism benefiting people, profit  and the planet

AN EXAMPLE OF AN EPIC 
STAY!

[9¢Ω{ t!Lb¢ ! 
PICTURE OF AN 
EPIC STAY!

10Photo credit: Passeggere, Italy
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IN A FEW WORDS!

EPIC STAYS

× Alternative
× Wow factor
× Immersive
× Tourism Accommodation
× Innovation
× Sustainability
× Eco-lodge
× Circular Economy
× Small tourism businesses
× Resilience

× Regenerative
× Unique Experiences
× Historic
× Local
× Repurposing
× Nature
× Energy Efficiency
× Community-Based
× Rural Development
× Climate Action 
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Epic Stays ƛǎƴΩǘ just about new business ideas or accommodation; ƛǘΩǎ about 
transforming how tourism works in Europeτmaking it  more resilient, sustainable, 
and community-focused. So, if ȅƻǳΩǊŜ in tourism, would like to be an Epic Stays business, or 
are involved in tourism VET education, or just curious about the future of travel, join us on this 
journey. [ŜǘΩǎ reshape 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ tourism accommodation landscape, one Epic Stay at a time!

For businesses and educators in the Vocational Education and Training (VET) sector, Epic Stays 
brings exciting opportunities. This project offers innovative training resources and upskilling 
pathways, helping entrepreneurs and small business owners develop the skills they need to 
create alternative accommodations that are as economically viable as they are environmentally 
friendly. From managing digital marketing to implementing green technologies, these resources 
are tailored to give small tourism operators an edge in a competitive, evolving market.

Epic Stays is crafted for a wide audience within the tourism and hospitality ecosystem. IŜǊŜΩǎ 
who can benefit the most:

1. Tourism Entrepreneurs & Small Accommodation Owners ς Especially those in rural and 
remote areas. Epic Stays provides a pathway to turn unique properties (like old barns, 
abandoned buildings, or eco-lodges) into viable, marketable businesses.

2. Vocational Education and Training (VET) Educators ς Epic Stays offers ready-to-use 
educational materials that empower educators to teach the skills necessary for building a 
resilient, eco-friendly tourism sector. This includes training on sustainable design, business 
innovation, and digital marketing, providing educators with tools to make their courses 
highly relevant and in demand.

3. Tourism Policy Makers & Local Development Organizations ς Epic Stays supports rural 
tourism regeneration, which helps address economic disparities and attracts funding and 
resources to underserved regions. Local governments and tourism boards can use Epic 
{ǘŀȅǎΩ resources to promote sustainable tourism practices and attract a new wave of eco-
conscious travelers.

4. Travelers and Digital Nomads ς While not the primary audience, travelers ultimately 
benefit from the unique, environmentally responsible accommodations developed through 
Epic Stays, giving them more choices that align with values of sustainability and authentic 
travel experiences.

WHO EPIC STAYS 
IS DESIGNED FOR?

(ALTERNATIVE 
ACCOMMODATION 
IN EUROPE)
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EPIC STAYS aims to address key challenges facing European tourism, such as the tourism 
crisis, climate change, and the urgent demand for sustainable and circular tourism 
models. By focusing on alternative accommodation solutions, EPIC STAYS contributes 
meaningfully to 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ tourism economy, tourism vocational education, and the 
global movement toward climate action.

The environmental impact of the construction industryτencompassing greenhouse gas 
emissions, deforestation, and biodiversity lossτposes a major concern, with some 
estimates attributing up to 50% of climate change to this sector. Going forward, 
responsible design, repurposing, and sustainable practices are crucial. Alternative 
accommodations often incorporate sustainable technology and low energy 
consumption, resulting in a smaller carbon footprint. Many of these accommodations 
utilise existing structures, which is especially relevant in rural Europe, where numerous 
buildings remain abandoned; in regions like southern Italy, entire villages stand 
deserted. EPIC STAYS is well-positioned to address these and other vital rural needs, 
such as:

Å Innovation in business models and entrepreneurial opportunities, driving 
sustainable employment

Å Agricultural and farm diversification that stimulates rural economic dynamism
Å Resilient rural economies rooted in environmentally and socially responsible 

practices

As traditional accommodations experience rising demand and price increases, budget-
conscious travelers, especially families, are venturing beyond traditional routes in 
search of unique, affordable experiences. EPIC STAYS directly meets this demand, 
blending sustainable, authentic tourism experiences with the growing appetite for 
meaningful travel.

(ALTERNATIVE 
ACCOMMODATION 
IN EUROPE)

WHO EPIC STAYS 
IS DESIGNED FOR?

13Photo Credit: Irish Landmark Trust
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With the travel industry shifting towards more authentic and eco-friendly experiences, 
Epic Stays steps in to lead the way. By promoting unique, sustainable, and immersive 
accommodation options, we're not just filling a gapτǿŜΩǊŜ creating something new.

As Europe's tourism industry continues to grow with a growing and ageing population, 
the demand for alternative forms of accommodation has surged in the post-Covid years, 
driven by changing traveller preferences and the environmental impact of mass 
tourism. Many tourists are now seeking unique, personalised experiences that differ 
from the traditional hotel model. Options such as eco-lodges, farm stays, and unusual 
properties ς ranging from lighthouses in Ireland to barns in Iceland - provide a more 
sustainable and authentic connection to local cultures and environments. 

Additionally, the rise of digital nomadism and remote work has increased the demand 
for accommodations that cater to longer stays and a different pace of travel. This trend 
has the potential to alleviate pressure on overcrowded tourist hotspots, distribute 
economic benefits more evenly across regions, and promote a more responsible, 
sustainable tourism model throughout Europe. Epic Stays is at the forefront of this 
movement, empowering alternative accommodations that make a real impactτon local 
economies, the environment, and the tourism experience itself.

WHO EPIC STAYS 
IS DESIGNED 
FOR?

(ALTERNATIVE 
ACCOMMODATIO
N IN EUROPE)

14Caravan in  European Food Destination, Ireland

¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ƴŜŜŘΥ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ƛǎ 
under strain, with traditional options often struggling to keep up with 
demand, especially post-COVID.
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Epic Stays also fast-tracks regional regeneration and rural development, 
turning the green transition into a unique opportunity for economic 
growth. This project addresses key needs and opportunities, particularly in 
rural Europe:

Å Alternative business models and sustainable employment: By supporting 
alternative accommodations, Epic Stays offers new pathways for rural 
entrepreneurship and sustainable job creation.

Å Revitalising derelict properties: Many rural areas suffer from abandoned buildings, 
which can be repurposed into unique accommodations, breathing new life into 
these spaces.

Å Farm and Agri-diversification: Epic Stays encourages farm-based accommodations 
and other agri-tourism ventures, adding dynamism to rural economies and creating 
new revenue streams for farmers.

Å Revitalise Rural Economies: Epic Stays brings fresh economic opportunities to rural 
areas, turning underused properties into vibrant tourism accommodations that 
bring income and jobs to local communities. 

Å Climate Change Mitigation: Since tourism has a huge impact on the environment 
and world at large it is integral we support mitigating climate change through Epic 
Stays activities e.g.,  encourage the reuse and adaptation of existing buildings. 
Central to Epic Stays is promoting a lower carbon footprint and sustainable business 
practices in tourism. Focusing on eco-friendly technologies also aligns with 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ 
goals to combat climate change. 

Å Adapting European tourism SMEs to Modern Travel Trends: Epic Stays addresses 
the rising demand for unique, immersive, and responsible travel experiences, 
catering to the preferences of digital nomads, long-term travelers, and 
environmentally conscious tourists. 

THE BENEFITS OF 
EPIC STAYS 

(ALTERNATIVE 
ACCOMMODATION 
IN EUROPE)

15
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Å Skill Development and Upskilling: 
Epic Stays supports skill-building for 
small tourism business owners 
through its online FREE and accessible 
course to both existing and future 
tourism businesses, and VET 
educators, equipping them with the 
business acumen and knowledge in 
sustainable operations, which are 
essential for remaining competitive in 
a rapidly evolving market.

Through these initiatives, Epic Stays 
supports resilient rural economies that are 
equipped to thrive in the face of change. 
The project not only meets the current 
demands of 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ tourism landscape 
but also transforms the sector with a 
forward-thinking, sustainable approach.

Epic Stays are more than 
accommodationsτthey're 
immersive experiences that 
connect travellers to nature, 

culture, and community, leaving 
a lasting impact on both guests 

and the places they visit.Photo Credit: A-CǊŀƳŜ ƛƴ {ƻőŀΣ DƻǊƛȊƛŀΣ {ƭƻǾŜƴƛŀ 16

THE BENEFITS OF 
EPIC STAYS: 
WHY THE 
EUROPEAN 
TOURISM AND 
HOSPITALITY 
INDUSTRIES NEED 
ALTERNATIVE 
ACCOMMODATION 
IN EUROPE

Update image and credit text
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Photo Credit: Fossatun Pods & Cottages, Iceland

WHAT MAKES A GOOD 
PRACTICE EPIC STAYS EXAMPLE 
IN THE CONTEXT OF IRELAND, SLOVENIA, ITALY 
ICELAND AND THE NETHERLANDS. 
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An Epic Stay goes beyond the traditional tourist experience by blending unique 
accommodations with sustainability, culture, and local connection. These stays 
prioritise eco-friendly practices, from energy-efficient architecture to repurposed 
historical buildings, immersing guests in a sense of place that reflects the local 
environment and heritage. Whether it's a renovated trullo in Italy, a turf house in 
Iceland, or a windmill-turned-hotel in the Netherlands, each Epic Stay is carefully 
curated to offer an unforgettable and authentic experience. Such accommodations 
often feature distinctive design elements that embrace the local culture and natural 
surroundings, enhancing the ƎǳŜǎǘΩǎ journey with a strong sense of immersion and 
discovery.

On the following pages we outline examples from each country, detailing what we 
believe makes each stay special, different, eco-friendly, and most importantly, Epic!

WHAT MAKES AN EPIC STAY AND 
HOW WE DEFINE ALTERNATIVE 
RURAL TOURISM 
ACCOMMODATION IN ICELAND, 
IRELAND, THE NETHERLANDS, 
SLOVENIA AND ITALY

A EUROPEAN 
WIDE 
PERSPECTIVE

EPIC STAY'S

19

Photo Credit: Hudicevec Farm Stay, Slovenia
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Photo Credit: Mayo Glamping, Ireland

GOOD PRACTICE 
EPIC STAYS 
EXAMPLES

WHAT MAKES OUR CASE STUDIESAN 
EPIC STAY - OUR METHODOLOGY

Irish Epic Stays

The Irish case studies were chosen because 
they reflect the key examples of an Irish Ψ9ǇƛŎ 
{ǘŀȅΩ.   Ireland is renowned for its lush green 
fields which is a key attraction for our 
international market.  The  Irish examples such 
as 'Glamping under the stars' are a typical 
representation of an Irish Epic Stay!

Å .Icelandic Epic Stays

The Icelandic case studies were chosen because they perfectly embody the criteria and 
characteristics that define an Epic Stay. These accommodations exemplify rural, small-scale, and 
unique offerings that contribute to social and economic sustainability by actively engaging with 
and supporting their communities and surrounding environments. Their stories and experiences 
are already deeply woven into the tourism fabric of their communities, positioning them as key 
players in the industry who prioritise the triple bottom line approach: people, profit, and planet.
Iceland, in particular, offers a diverse range of Epic Stays that are leading the way and inspiring 
others in the market to adopt similar approaches. These examples showcase small-scale tourism 
entrepreneurs who are fundamental to the European tourism economy. Highlighting these 
businesses as pioneers, we aim to illustrate how they deliver simple yet compelling approaches, 
enabling the exchange of Epic Stay experiences between small scale businesses, hosts and 
countries.

IN THE CONTEXT OF 
IRELAND, ICELAND, 
SLOVENIA, ITALY AND THE 
NETHERLANDS
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Slovenian Epic Stays
We have chosen Slovenian case studies because they show the most unique 
accommodations of ά9ǇƛŎ Stays.έ They are an example of how to integrate Slovenia's 
natural and cultural heritage. In Slovenia, four different worlds intertwine in a relatively 
small area. The Mediterranean smells of the sea, some Alpine peaks are covered in 
snow all year round, and healing waters bubble underground in Pannonian Slovenia. 
The mysterious karst world is a world apart. Slovenians are in love with the unspoilt 
nature that surrounds us at every turn. We have placed unusual places to stay in it that 
seem to be part of its story. Slovenia's unique accommodations are for all tastes and 
preferences, from boutique hotels, country villas with swimming pools and castle hotels 
to idyllic tourist farms, cottages, glamping sites and campsites in the middle of nature.

Dutch Epic Stays

Italian Epic Stays

GOOD PRACTICE EPIC STAYS EXAMPLES

21

The Dutch case studies were chosen for their innovative use of architecture and design 
in creating Epic Stays that reflect the bŜǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘǎΩ unique landscapes and water-based 
heritage. From staying in a houseboat along !ƳǎǘŜǊŘŀƳΩǎ iconic canals to experiencing 
life inside a converted windmill, these accommodations provide a fresh perspective on 
traditional Dutch living. The Netherlands is renowned for its commitment to 
sustainability, which is echoed in these stays through the use of green technologies, 
energy-efficient buildings, and locally sourced materials. These examples illustrate how 
the Dutch have adapted their rich cultural history into modern, environmentally 
conscious tourism options that cater to the growing demand for authentic and unique 
travel experiences, making them a standout in the European market.

The Italian case studies were selected for their rich cultural heritage and the way they 
transform historical structures into unique accommodations, reflecting the essence of 
an Epic Stay. LǘŀƭȅΩǎ blend of history, art, and natural beauty makes it an ideal location 
for travelers seeking authenticity. In regions like Tuscany, Puglia, and the Amalfi Coast, 
guests can experience accommodations such as ancient farmhouses, trulli houses, and 
converted monasteries, all of which have been carefully restored with modern 
comforts while preserving their original charm. These lodgings offer more than just a 
place to stayτthey provide an immersive experience that connects visitors to LǘŀƭȅΩǎ 
history, landscape, and culinary traditions. By reimagining these structures, Italian Epic 
Stays contribute to sustainable tourism, preserving cultural landmarks and stimulating 
local economies.
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03
OWNERSHIP 
MODELS
IN ALTERNATIVE TOURISM 
ACCOMMODATION

Photo Credit: The Torfhús Retreat, Iceland 

CASE STUDIES
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Ownership models in alternative tourism accommodation are diverse and adaptable, 
reflecting the sector's commitment to sustainability, community engagement, and 
innovation. Many alternative accommodations, such as eco-lodges, glamping sites, and 
rural boutique hotels, operate under models that prioritize local ownership and 
community involvement. In community-owned models, local residents may collectively 
invest in and manage accommodations, ensuring that economic benefits stay within the 
region and contribute to local development. Cooperative ownership is another common 
model, where multiple stakeholders, such as local businesses or individual investors, 
share ownership and decision-making responsibilities. 

Additionally, franchise or lease models allow small-scale operators to run unique 
accommodations under a larger brand's umbrella, benefiting from shared resources and 
marketing while maintaining autonomy over day-to-day operations. These models often 
help develop a local sense of shared responsibility, promoting ethical and sustainable 
practices that resonate with the growing market of travelers seeking responsible, 
community-centered tourism experiences.

EPIC STAYS ς OUR FIRST EXAMPLES 
FOCUS ON NOVEL AND INNOVATIVE 
OWNERSHIP MODELS IN THE 
ACCOMMODATION SECTOR

ALTERNATIVE 
OWNERSHIP MODELS

23

Photo Credit: Ecofriendly Luxury Huts at [ΩŜǎǎŜƴȊŀ, 
Sardinia

EPIC STAYS
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The Epic Stays business model is uniquely designed to redefine tourism accommodation 
in Europe through an innovative, alternative approach that addresses both market 
demands and environmental needs. At its core, this model emphasises creating 
alternative tourism accommodations (ATA)τdistinctive and immersive stays that utilise 
existing structures, often in rural or underdeveloped areas. Rather than relying on 
traditional construction, Epic Stays encourages repurposing historic buildings, 
abandoned properties, or unique natural structures like caves and treehouses, adding 
authenticity and local character to each destination.

What sets the Epic Stays model apart is its integration of sustainable practices and 
circular economy principles. Accommodations under this model have a smaller carbon 
footprint due to the reuse of existing buildings and the implementation of eco-friendly 
technologies, such as solar energy, rainwater collection, and low-energy lighting. 
Additionally, the model promotes environmental stewardship by partnering with local 
suppliers, thus supporting the rural economy and contributing to community resilience. 

Epic Stays empowers small business owners to think differently to other generic 
accommodation offerings focusing on areas that are aligned with Epic Stays digital 
marketing, sustainable management, circular economy practices, and guest experience 
design. They must stand out and be unique to remain competitive in the evolving 
tourism landscape, while also helping local economies diversify and reduce reliance on 
seasonal work. In sum, the Epic Stays business model is a blend of innovation, 
environmental, social and economic sustainability. 

It provides unique accommodation options that cater to modern travelers' desires for 
authentic, eco-conscious experiences while enabling small tourism businesses to thrive 
and adapt to such trends. This combination of environmental commitment, community 
empowerment, and immersive guest experiences is what makes the Epic Stays model 
truly distinctive. Finally, each case study is mapped to the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals to help the reader understand the efforts made by the properties 
to support environment, society and inclusion goals.

The UN SDGs
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"Travel is glamorous only in 
retrospect." τ Paul Theroux

Photo Credit: Viking House and Settlement, 
Wexford, Ireland
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CAMPING VRIJHAVEN
Category: Campsite
Location: de Heeg, Netherlands
Website: https://campingvrijhaven.nl/ 

What Makes this Accommodation an Epic Stay!
Camping Vrijhaven is a family-run campsite situated in the cozy village of De Heeg, in the 
province of Friesland, a territory full of waterways and lakes, which is a haven for water sports, 
biking, and outdoor activities. Friesland is a green province committed to the transition to a 
circular economy, in alignment with national and local agendas. The campsite offers a unique 
and rich set of options to its guests: from pitches for your own tent or camper van to safari 
tents and unique tiny houses, which are the result of a very creative recycling and upcycling 
process. Camping Vrijhaven is a frontrunner in making green choices for the transition to a 
circular economy in the hospitality sector. As such, it aims to provide enriching and 
transformative experiences to its guests while working in close collaboration with the local 
community and environment. In doing so, the campsite seeks to provide positive impacts for its 
territory as well as showcasing best practices and innovative, creative solutions to its guests.

NETHERLANDS
OWNERSHIP MODELS

26

Photo Credit: Albi Hostel, Netherlands

CASE STUDY

Update image and credit text

https://campingvrijhaven.nl/
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Photo Credit: Camping Vrijhaven, The Netherlands

27

Being a guest is a temporary experience 
that allows travellers to interrupt their 
daily routines; as such, traveling sets the 
ground for transformative and enriching 
experiences. Camping Vrijhaven is 
committed to providing its guests with 
meaningful transformational experiences 
for their own well-being, as well as for the 
well-being of the planet and the local 
community. The campsite aims to attract 
guests who align with its mission and 
vision, while also providing learning and 
educational experiences to both returning 
and new guests with regardsto ideas and 
solutions for sustainable and 
circularpractices. 

The hospitality sector is in continuous 
evolution and change with an increasing 
number of possible best practices, 
creative ideas and solutions to be shared 
among entrepreneurs and among hosts 
and guests. As such, Camping Vrijhaven 
looks for sources of inspirations, best 
practices, and ideas from other hospitality 
entrepreneurs across Europethrough new 
forms of collaboration among local 
authorities, civil societies, and 
entrepreneurs of the hospitality sector.

Lack of knowledge to design and 
offer innovative sustainable ideas 
andsolutions and meaningful 
transformative experiences 

CHALLENGE
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SOLUTION
GOVERNANCE AND NETWORK FOR PILOTING REGENERATIVE AND 
TRANSFORMATIVE IDEAS AND SOLUTIONS

Camping Vrijhaven is in contact with local authorities, knowledge institutions, social 
entrepreneurs, and representatives of the civil society to set the basis for 
piloting educational transformative experiences to be offered to its guests in the realm 
of plastic materials. Such ambition requires a deeper understanding of the legal frame, 
potentialities, opportunities and constraints, as well as existing best practices, case 
studies,and current running pilots in other small hospitality firms within Europe. As such the 
intervention aims to scout key best practices and case studies in which small hospitality 
firms became regenerativehubs offering educational experiences and piloting innovative 
solutions.

Camping ±ǊƛƧƘŀǾŜƴΩǎ initiative to create educational, transformative experiences around plastic 
materials reflects a forward-thinking approach to tourism that goes beyond traditional 
hospitality. By collaborating with local authorities, knowledge institutions, social 
entrepreneurs, and civil society representatives, Camping Vrijhaven seeks to position itself as a 
regenerative hub that not only provides accommodations but also promotes environmental 
stewardship and education. This ambition aligns with broader sustainability goals and 
leverages the potential of small hospitality firms to become active participants in ecological 
and social innovation.

Best practices, innovative solutions, and creative ideas are collected as source of inspirations 
for Camping Vrijhaven in its ambitions to become a hubs of transformative experiences and 
learning opportunities for both locals and guests. As such,a better understanding of whichare 
the constraints but also the opportunities and potentialities is built as basis for empowering 
small hospitality facilitiesin their contribution to the societal changes andglobal challenges in 
partnership with the public sector and civil society.

Ownership models in alternative tourism accommodation are diverse and adaptable, reflecting 
the sector's commitment to sustainability, community engagement, and innovation. Many 
alternative accommodations, such as eco-lodges, glamping sites, and rural boutique hotels, 
operate under models that prioritize local ownership and community involvement. In 
community-owned models, local residents may collectively invest in and manage 
accommodations, ensuring that economic benefits stay within the region and contribute to 
local development. Cooperative ownership is another common model, where multiple 
stakeholders, such as local businesses or individual investors, share ownership and decision-
making responsibilities. 

OUTCOME
A HUB OF BEST CASES ANDINNOVATIVEEDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES
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An Epic Stay transforms travel into a 
journey of discovery, blending 

sustainability, authenticity, and 
unforgettable moments that resonate 

long after the trip ends.
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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 

UNITED NATIONS SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT GOALS

CAMPING VRIJHAVEN

Camping ±ǊƛƧƘŀǾŜƴΩǎ mission aligns strongly with several United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), most notably SDG 12: Responsible Consumption and 
Production, SDG 13: Climate Action, and SDG 17: Partnerships for the Goals. 

Through the ǎƛǘŜΩǎ commitment to educating guests on sustainable practices, particularly 
in the realm of plastic materials, Vrijhaven promotes responsible consumption and waste 
reduction, directly addressing SDG 12 by encouraging visitors to consider the 
environmental impact of their actions. By exploring ways to become a regenerative hub, 
Camping Vrijhaven contributes to SDG 13 by raisiing awareness around climate issues and 
piloting solutions that mitigate environmental harm. 

This collaborative approachτengaging local authorities, knowledge institutions, social 
entrepreneurs, and civil societyτsupports SDG 17, which emphasiaes the importance of 
partnerships in achieving sustainable development. By building networks and sharing 
best practices, Camping Vrijhaven not only enhances its own operations but also sets an 
example for other small hospitality providers to participate in and promote sustainable 
tourism. 
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ALIBI HOSTEL
Category: Hostel
Location: Leeuwarden, Netherlands
Website: https://alibihostel.nl/en/  

What Makes this Accommodation an Epic Stay!
Alibi Hostel is a unique hospitality facility combining the allure of a historical building and 
heritage with an innovative and creative hospitality offer. Based on the entrepreneurial idea of 
a close group of young friends, this hostel opened in 2014 following the renovation and 
repurposing of a 19th-century  jail in the historical center of Leeuwarden, the capital of 
Friesland Province and the European Capital of Culture in 2018. This urban renovation project 
transformed an old jail into the multifunctional urban hub 'Blokhuispoort,' which includes 
restaurants, handicraft ateliers and shops, the public library, and a detachment of the NHL 
Stenden University of Applied Sciences. The Alibi Hostel occupies part of the first and second 
floors of this complex, offering accommodations in old cells transformed into dorms for 5-18 
persons, double rooms, and 4-bed rooms.

NETHERLANDS
OWNERSHIP MODELS
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Photo Credit: Alibi Hostel, Netherlands

CASE STUDY

Update image and credit text

https://alibihostel.nl/en/
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Alibi Hostel is located in a key central position in the city centre of Leeuwaden, even if it 
still remains quite hidden in the first and secondfloor of the 'Blokhuispoort' complex. In 
alignment with the beauty and allure of this ancient building, Alibi Hostel's spaces 
combine ancient and modern features as well as a meaningful atmosphere given by 
havingrepurposed a place meant for detention and isolation into a hospitality facility 
allowing young and international travellers to come together. As such, Alibi Hostels 
would like to enhance its visibility andexposure to an internationalaudience as well as 
enriching the gueststaying by establishing partnerships and collaborations with other 
entrepreneurs and key stakeholders andenlarging its target group.

INCREASING VISIBILITY AND ENRICHING THEGUESTSSTAYING

CHALLENGE

« Friendlystaff, all very
clean, and locatedin the 

center of the city»

32
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By scouting and exploring the new trends 
of urban tourism and key stakeholders in 
the context of Leeuwarden and Fryslan, a 
set of new possible partnerships and 
collaborations is explored, and a wider 
network is created. Collecting and sharing 
best practices in the field of urban tourism 
and international hostels allow to 
generate novel knwoledge and 
possibilities. As such, the Alibi Hostel sets 
the basis to become the location for small-
scale events, readings, performances, as 
well asfoody experiences.

SOLUTION

"To awaken alone in a 
strange town is one of the 
pleasantest sensations in 
the world." τ Freya Stark

Photo Credit: Alibi Hostel, Netherlands 33

Outcome
INCREASED VISIBILITY ANDWIDER 
PORTFOLIO OF EXPERIENCES FOR 
GUESTS

By enlarging the network of possible 
partners in the national and international 
circuit, Alibi Hostel reaches a better visibility 
and positioning. In doing so, it co-creates a 
set of novel culinary and cultural experiences 
to be offered to the hostel guests as well as 
to Blockhuispoort visitors, Leeuwarden 
residents, andstudents.

Update image and credit text

INCREASING PARTNERSHIPS AND 
COLLABORATIONS 
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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 

UNITED NATIONS SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT GOALS

ALIBI HOSTEL

Alibi Hostel in Leeuwarden aligns with several United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), most notably SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities, SDG 12: 
Responsible Consumption and Production, and SDG 17: Partnerships for the Goals. By 
repurposing a 19th-century jail into a vibrant urban hostel within the Blokhuispoort 
complex, Alibi Hostel supports SDG 11 by contributing to sustainable urban development 
and preserving cultural heritage. This adaptive reuse project revitalizes a historical site in 
the heart of Leeuwarden, transforming it into a multifunctional hub that celebrates local 
heritage and encourages and promotes community engagement. The ƘƻǎǘŜƭΩǎ unique 
setting invites international travelers to engage with the ŎƛǘȅΩǎ history while supporting 
the local economy through its integration with nearby businesses, artisans, and 
educational institutions.

Additionally, SDG 12 is reflected in the ƘƻǎǘŜƭΩǎ approach to responsible tourism. By 
renovating rather than demolishing the existing structure, Alibi Hostel minimises waste 
and resource consumption, embodying principles of circular economy and sustainable 
production. The ƘƻǎǘŜƭΩǎ commitment to creating cultural and culinary experiences, in 
partnership with local entrepreneurs and key stakeholders, emphasizes its dedication to 
responsible tourism practices that benefit both guests and the local community. Finally, 
Alibi IƻǎǘŜƭΩǎ focus on building partnerships to expand its offerings and visibility aligns 
with SDG 17. Through collaboration with local businesses, cultural institutions, and the 
NHL Stenden University of Applied Sciences, the hostel not only enhances its services but 
also strengthens the local tourism network, promoting knowledge exchange and 
community resilience. This emphasis on partnership enables Alibi Hostel to provide a 
richer, more meaningful experience for travelers while actively contributing to 
[ŜŜǳǿŀǊŘŜƴΩǎ cultural and economic ecosystem.
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CAMERA A SUD
Category: Bed and Breakfast
Location: Bovino, Italy
Website: https://localtourism.it/en/hd/bb-camera-a-
sud&la=tuorlo-biancofiore 

What Makes this Accommodation an Epic Stay!
Camera a Sud is housed in a charming 19th century building in Bovino, located in the heart of 
the town's historical centre, halfway between the Cathedral and the Museo Civico.
The palazzo belonged to a family of the 19th-century bourgeoisie, the Lombardi family, not 
originally from Bovino, but from Bisceglie and Lucera, who chose Bovino because it was an 
important city in those days for the judges of the Court of Cassation, as they too were 
representatives of that social branch. They decided to buy the property to spend the summer in 
Bovino.  Today it retains the characteristics of 19th-century bourgeois charm, not least because 
of its location in the historic centre of the town, and for more than ten years it has been used 
as a guesthouse.

ITALY
OWNERSHIP MODELS
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CASE STUDY

Photo Credit: Camera a Sud, Italy
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Camera a Sud is located in a charming 19th-century palace in Bovino, a town known for 
its well-preserved medieval architecture, narrow cobbled streets, and stunning views of 
the Apennine Mountains. The historic building, originally owned by the Lombardi 
family, served as a summer retreat where they could escape the bustle of Rome and 
enjoy the tranquility of Bovino. Over time, however, the palace fell into disrepair. 
Crumbling walls, a damaged roof, and unstable structural elements made it unsafe, 
requiring extensive rehabilitation to transform it into a modern guest accommodation. 
Originally composed of three separate properties, unifying them into one cohesive 
guesthouse presented a significant challenge. 

The Nicastro family took on the daunting task of restoring the building, balancing 
historical preservation with the need for safety and modern comforts. Every aspect of 
the renovationτfrom stabilizing foundations to blending new amenities with old-world 
charmτrequired careful planning and execution.

NEED TO ENHANCE AND RECOVER OF AN IMPOSING HISTORICAL BUILDING

CHALLENGE

« A splendidapartmentin a beautifulhistoric

building. Wereceivedan extraordinarywelcome

from the kindowner, Filomena, who went out of 

her wayto makeour staypleasantand meet any

needwe had...»
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With funding from GAL Meridaunia, the 
Nicastro family transformed the old palace 
into "Camera a Sud." The support helped 
restore and unify the structures, reinforce 
seismic resistance, and rebuild the roof using 
traditional methods.
They redesigned the internal spaces, creating 
five comfortable rooms that respect the 
building's historical character. Modern 
electrical and heating systems were integrated 
for guest comfort while preserving old-world 
charm. Original featuresτsuch as ornate 
ceilings, grand staircases, and large wooden 
doorsτwere restored, blending antiques and 
modern touches to create an elegant yet 
homely atmosphere.
Filomena, the mother of the owners, played a 
key role in adding warmth and character to 
Camera a Sud. Her daily involvementτfrom 
preparing homemade breakfasts to tending 
roomsτhas been essential. Filomena's warm 
hospitality has created an environment where 
guests feel more like friends than customers, 
making Camera a Sud a unique destination.

SOLUTION

"People will forget what you 
said, people will forget what you 
did, but people will never forget 
how you made them feel." τ 

Maya Angelou

Photo Credit: Alibi Hostel, Netherlands 37

Outcome
A LINK WITH THE SOUTH AND THE 
TERRITORY 

After more than a decade, Camera a Sud 
continues to be a cherished destination, 
where history, hospitality, and CƛƭƻƳŜƴŀΩǎ 
care converge. The Nicastro ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ vision 
has turned this restored palace into more 
than just a guesthouse; ƛǘΩǎ a warm, 
immersive experience of .ƻǾƛƴƻΩǎ culture 
and charm.

Update image and credit text

FROM JUDGE LOMBARDI'S RESIDENCE 
TO CHAMBER OF THE SOUTH
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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 

UNITED NATIONS SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT GOALS

CAMERA A SUD

Camera a Sud aligns closely with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, 
particularly SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities), SDG 12 (Responsible 
Consumption and Production), and SDG 17 (Partnerships for the Goals), through its 
commitment to cultural preservation, sustainable practices, and collaborative efforts.
The restoration of the 19th-century building that houses Camera a Sud is a testament to 
the principles of SDG 11, which emphasizes the importance of sustainable urban 
development and cultural preservation. Located in Bovino's historic center, the 
guesthouse revitalizes the town's architectural heritage, transforming a deteriorating 
property into a vibrant space that celebrates local history. This effort not only preserves 
the town's cultural identity but also strengthens its appeal as a sustainable tourism 
destination, promoting the harmonious coexistence of historical charm and modern 
functionality.
In line with SDG 12, Camera a Sud exemplifies responsible consumption and production 
through its thoughtful renovation and daily operations. The Nicastro family prioritized 
sustainable practices during the building's restoration, utilizing traditional materials and 
methods to retain its historical authenticity while reducing waste. Modern energy-
efficient systems, including heating and electrical upgrades, were seamlessly integrated 
into the design, balancing guest comfort with environmental sustainability. Additionally, 
the guesthouse promotes local products and cuisine, offering guests an authentic 
experience that supports regional producers and reduces the reliance on external 
resources.
The collaboration with GAL Meridaunia, which provided critical funding for the 
restoration, highlights the alignment with SDG 17, emphasizing the power of partnerships 
in achieving sustainable development. This cooperation demonstrates how local and 
regional entities can work together to preserve cultural heritage and promote sustainable 
tourism initiatives. By fostering partnerships, Camera a Sud not only ensures its success as 
a business but also contributes to the broader economic and social development of the 
region.
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AGORA
Category: Bed and Breakfast
Location: CastelnuovodellaDaunia(FG),Italy
Website: https://www.visitmontidauni.it/it/hd/agora-di-vascello-
maria-antonella 

What Makes this Accommodation an Epic Stay!
The B&b Agorà in Castelnuovo della Daunia is housed in a building of particular historical value 
in the main square of the village.  The idea of the B&b Agorà project stems from the desire to 
create beds in the heart of the historical centre of Castelnuovo della Daunia.

In addition to the creation of 10 beds with the opening of the B&b Agorà, a multi-sectoral 
business network called 'Terra dei Laghi' was created, encompassing various types of ancillary 
activities related to overnight accommodation (electric bikes, horse riding, trekking).

Italy 
OWNERSHIP MODELS
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Photo Credit: Agora, Montidauni, Italy

CASE STUDY

Update image and credit text
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The objective of the Agorà B&b project in Castelnuovo della Daunia was to recover and 
valorise a building, located in the town's historic centre, specifically in the main square, 
Piazza Plebiscito, through a renovation and merger of buildings to create a small 
accommodation facility. The intervention had as another objective, that of enhancing 
not only the buildings, but also the context in which it is located, giving an example of 
possible valorisation of dilapidated buildings in the historic centre.

The project included a series of works that restored the distributive and structural 
functionality of the building complex, transforming it into a small accommodation 
facility, including five rooms, and with an adjoining cycle bike business.

REDEVELOP A DILAPIDATED BUILDING

CHALLENGE

"Once a year, go 
ǎƻƳŜǇƭŀŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ 
been before." τ Dalai 

Lama
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SOLUTION
A NEW LOOK FOR AGORA

In addition to the renovation and refurbishment of the systems, electrical and heating, 
the project to give the B&b Agorà a new look included a redistribution of the spaces 
and rooms, which are located on two floors; two rooms with attached bathrooms are 
located on the first floor, and the other three on the second floor. There are also other 
spaces on the second floor, which will be converted into bedrooms and a technical 
room in the future. 

The project envisages, in fact, that over time, using the "Step by step" formula, in order 
to keep initial costs down, further transformation work can be undertaken on other 
parts of the building, such as the upgrading and extension of some facilities and the 
creation of new guest services.  Inside, the building is furnished with the grandmother's 
furniture, all of which has been restored and cared for down to the smallest detail. In 
addition, the daughter of the owner of the B&b has contributed to the furnishing and 
embellishment of the spaces, painting paintings depicting the historical places of 
Castelnuovo della Daunia, to make them known to those who decide to stay at the 
Agorà di Castelnuovo. 

With funding from the Meridaunia LAG Fund F.E.A.S.R. Rural Development Programme 
of the Apulia Region 2014-2020 "Monti Dauni" LAP. Action 1.2 Support to enterprises 
for tourist accommodation activities and intervention 1.2.1 qualification and functional 
and organisational diversification of tourist accommodation enterprises, the building 
located in the heart of the historical centre of Castelnuovo della Daunia has been 
earmarked for small accommodation activities. The building, donated to the Vascello 
family, has been transformed into a magnificent B&b, restored and recovered in every 
detail.

Today it offers the opportunity to spend some time relaxing, to stay overnight and 
unwind in the five spacious rooms, which overlook the main square of the village, 
Piazza Plebiscito. There is also the possibility of relaxing on the terrace, from which you 
can admire the panorama of the village.

As ancillary services, it offers bike hire, horse riding, forest walks, and trekking to 
discover the northern Monti Dauni.

OUTCOME
IN THE HEART OF THE HISTORICAL CENTRE OF CASTELNUOVO DELLA 
DAUNIA: AGORÀ
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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 

UNITED NATIONS SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT GOALS

AGORA

The Agorà B&B in Castelnuovo della Daunia exemplifies sustainable community development by 
advancing several United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly SDG 8 
(Decent Work and Economic Growth) and SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities). By 
transforming a historically significant building in the ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΩǎ main square into an 
accommodation business, the project contributes to the local economy, creating employment 
and promoting the cultural heritage of the historic center. The integration of additional services, 
such as electric bike rentals, horse riding, and trekking, not only supports local businesses but 
also enhances the ŀǊŜŀΩǎ appeal as a sustainable tourism destination. Through these ancillary 
services and partnerships in the multi-sectoral ά¢ŜǊǊŀ dei Laghiέ network, Agorà supports a 
vibrant tourism ecosystem that benefits both residents and visitors.

Additionally, the Agorà B&B contributes to SDG 11 by promoting the preservation and 
revitalization of cultural heritage in Castelnuovo della 5ŀǳƴƛŀΩǎ historic core. The renovation 
involved carefully restoring and updating the building while maintaining its architectural 
integrity and historical furnishings, including family heirlooms that enhance the guest 
experience. By reusing existing structures, the project reduces environmental impact and 
encourages the sustainable use of local resources, setting an example for revitalizing dilapidated 
buildings within historical settings. 

The careful blend of traditional and modern elements, along with artworks depicting the 
village's historical sites, creates a meaningful connection between visitors and the local culture. 
This approach supports the long-term goal of building resilient, inclusive communities by 
enhancing the local quality of life and preserving the unique character of Castelnuovo della 
Daunia for future generations.
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IRELAND PURE SPACE
Category: Eco-friendly Glamping Site
Location: Loop Head, County Clare, Ireland
Website: https://purespace.ie/, Discover Ireland Website

What Makes this Accommodation an Epic Stay!
Purecamping, Loop Head, Clare, Ireland offers a unique glamping experience focused on 
wellness and eco-friendliness. The site features luxurious accommodations, including safari 
tents, yurts, and cabins equipped with comfortable amenities and powered by renewable 
energy sources. Guests can engage in a variety of wellness activities, such as yoga and 
meditation classes, and enjoy nature-based pursuits like hiking and bird watching. The facilities 
include composting toilets and solar showers, emphasizing sustainable living practices. The 
benefits of staying at Purecamping include a peaceful retreat in a natural setting, opportunities 
for holistic health improvement, and an eco-friendly vacation that supports sustainable 
tourism. The site also hosts wellness workshops and community events, encouraging local 
connections and well-being among visitors. Main offerings;

Å Glamping Accommodation: Luxurious tents, yurts, and cabins with eco-friendly amenities.
Å Wellness Activities: Yoga sessions, meditation classes, and wellness workshops.
Å Outdoor Activities: Nature walks, bird watching, and outdoor adventure activities.
Å Eco-Friendly Facilities: Composting toilets, solar showers, and renewable energy sources.

IRELAND
OWNERSHIP MODELS
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Photo Credit: Purespace , Clare, Ireland

CASE STUDY

https://purespace.ie/
https://www.discoverireland.ie/accommodation/pure-space
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Purecamping in Loop Head faced significant challenges in developing comfortable yet 
eco-friendly accommodations in a remote, natural setting. One of the main issues was 
ensuring that the infrastructure could withstand Ireland's unpredictable weather while 
maintaining a minimal ecological footprint. The remoteness of Loop Head posed 
logistical challenges for transporting materials and constructing the site without causing 
environmental degradation. Additionally, there was the challenge of balancing guest 
comfort with sustainable practices, as modern travelers expect certain amenities.

The development of Purecamping's infrastructure required innovative solutions to 
create a glamping experience that did not compromise on comfort or environmental 
responsibility. By prioritizing low-impact living and utilizing sustainable technologies, 
Purecamping has managed to offer a unique and comfortable retreat that immerses 
visitors in the beauty of Loop IŜŀŘΩǎ natural landscape while adhering to eco-friendly 
principles.

DEVELOPSUSTAINABLEECO-INFRASTRUCTURE

CHALLENGE

"It is not down in any map; 
true places never are." τ 

Herman Melville
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SOLUTION
INTEGRATING AND INVESTING IN INNOVATIVEINFRASTRUCTURE

Purecamping in Loop Head overcame its infrastructure challenge by developing eco-
friendly yet comfortable accommodations through a series of innovative solutions. By 
investing in high-quality, weather-resistant safari tents, yurts, and cabins made from 
sustainable materials, they ensured durability and comfort despite Ireland's 
unpredictable weather.

The use of renewable energy sources, such as solar panels, efficiently provided 
electricity while minimizing environmental impact. Composting toilets and solar-heated 
showers were implemented to address water usage and waste management, ensuring 
sustainability. These eco-friendly facilities were not only effective but also seamlessly 
integrated into the natural landscape, enhancing the overall guest experience. 

The innovative approach of combining sustainable technologies with high standards of 
comfort allowed Purecamping to create a glamping site that works efficiently and 
harmoniously with its remote environment, providing a unique and responsible retreat 
for visitors.

The innovative infrastructure development at Purecamping in Loop Head yielded highly 
positive outcomes, enhancing both guest experiences and environmental sustainability. 
The durable, weather-resistant accommodations have led to increased guest 
satisfaction and higher occupancy rates, even during off-peak seasons.

The efficient use of renewable energy and eco-friendly facilities, such as composting 
toilets and solar-heated showers, has significantly reduced the site's environmental 
footprint, earning accolades and recognition within eco-tourism circles.

Additionally, these sustainable practices have enabled a deeper appreciation for 
conservation among visitors, promoting a culture of environmental responsibility. The 
successful integration of comfort and sustainability at Purecamping not only positioned 
it as a leading glamping destination but also demonstrated the viability of eco-friendly 
tourism models in remote natural settings.

OUTCOME
ENHANCED GUEST EXPERIENCESINECO AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
SUSTAINABILITY
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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 

UNITED NATIONS SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT GOALS

PURECAMPING

Purecamping in Loop Head aligns strongly with the United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), notably SDG 7 (Affordable and Clean Energy), SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and 
Communities), and SDG 12 (Responsible Consumption and Production). By using renewable 
energy sources, such as solar power, and eco-friendly facilities like composting toilets and solar 
showers, Purecamping minimizes its environmental footprint while promoting sustainable 
energy use. These practices reflect SDG 7Ωǎ emphasis on sustainable energy solutions, 
showcasing how accommodations can operate efficiently in remote areas without relying on 
conventional energy sources. This focus on renewable energy aligns with LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ broader 
goals of reducing carbon emissions and conserving natural resources, making Purecamping a 
model for environmentally conscious tourism.

Additionally, tǳǊŜŎŀƳǇƛƴƎΩǎ commitment to eco-friendly infrastructure and wellness-focused 
activities contributes to SDG 11 by supporting a sustainable community that respects and 
integrates with the natural surroundings of Loop Head. The incorporation of durable, 
sustainable materials for accommodations, along with wellness workshops, yoga, and 
meditation sessions, encourages guests to connect with nature and adopt a lifestyle rooted in 
sustainability and well-being. 

These initiatives not only support responsible consumption (SDG 12) by promoting minimal 
waste and resource conservation, but also cultivate a culture of environmental stewardship 
among visitors. By balancing comfort with eco-friendly practices, Purecamping offers a unique 
model for sustainable glamping that prioritizes environmental care while enhancing the guest 
experience, reinforcing the role of eco-tourism in protecting natural habitats.
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PODUMNA CAMPING VILLAGE
Category: Campsite
Location: Dominick Street, Portumna, County Galway 
Website: www.podumnavillage.ie

What Makes this Accommodation an Epic Stay!
Portumna is a small town in southeast Galway, located at the point where the Shannon River 
widens and becomes Lough Derg. For many years the tourism focus of Galway County Council 
has been the city of Galway and the west of the county, along the Wild Atlantic Way and 
tourism to the eastern side of the county has suffered. In 2011 fire destroyed the only hotel in 
Portumna, leaving the town with only a handful of B&Bs and some rental cabins to 
accommodate tourists and affecting many of the local businesses. Portumna and Lough Derg 
are located within the Failte Ireland Hidden Heartlands marketing area and PodUmna was 
included in the pilot for the Failte Ireland Welcome Standard, an approval programme for non-
standard accommodation. There is easy access to a marina, a 1500-acre Coillte operated forest 
park with walking and bike trails, and tourist attractions such as Portumna Castle and The Irish 
Workhouse Centre.

IRELAND
OWNERSHIP MODELS
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Photo Credit: PodUmna Glamping Village, County 
Galway, Ireland

CASE STUDY

http://www.podumnavillage.ie/



