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WELCOME!

A GUIDE TO USING
THE EPIC STAYS
COMPENDIUM

This compendiumshowcasesxamplesproperties acrossEurope The intention is to

inspire you and your communities with what is possible in the alternative
accommodationsector The Epic StaysCompendiumis designedas a comprehensive
resourcefor tourism industry professionalspolicymakersVETeducators,and smallto

medium enterprises(SMEs)nterested in sustainableand innovative accommaodation
models To use this guide effectively, start by familiarising yourself with the

O 2 Y LIS y Rminz¥dfiagns,which addresscritical challengesn tourism, suchasthe

Europeantourism crisis, climate change, and rural economic diversification Each
sectionprovidesinsights,casestudies,and actionablestrategiesto help stakeholders
understandandimplementsustainablecircular,and alternativetourismpractices

The Epic StaysCompendiumis best read in conjunctionwith our Epic StaysResearch
Reportand our website, hitps://www .epicstayseu, where you will find further images,
case studies, good practice examplesand inspiration from around Europe These
exampleshighlightrealworld applicationsof alternativeaccommodationgrom Iceland,
Italy, Sloveniathe NetherlandsandIreland,demonstratinghow EPIGTAY 8ancaterto
moderntravelers'evolvingpreferencedor uniqueandecofriendly experiences

Photo Credit: Birdbox Treehouse, Donegal, Ireland
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WELCOME TO THE EPIC
STAYS PROJECAN

O 1 INNOVATIVE GAME
CHANGER FOR TOURISM
—_— ACCOMMODATION AND AN
INNOVATIVE CONTRIBUTOR
INTRODUCTION TO RURAL ECONOMIES,

AND DEFINITION MITIGATING CLIMATE

OF EPIC STAYS UL B wl 6LbD 9!

RURAL LANDSCAPES!

Imaginea Europewhere travelers can choosefrom an amazingdiversity of one-of-a-

kind stays,from reimaginedfarmhousesn remote villagesto solarpoweredtreehouses
and repurposedhistoric buildings EpicStaysA & jusRabout placesto sleep A Uabodit
creating new novel wow and improved experiencesthat celebrate local culture,

sustainabilityandinnovationin hospitality

Epic Stays refers to alternative tourism accommodation that is non-traditional
accommodatioroptionswhich offer uniqueand often personalisedexperienceslistinct
from standardhotels or resorts Suchproperties may include eco-friendly lodges,bed
and breakfasts,farm stays,vacationrentals, hostels,and boutique guesthousesThis
presentcompendiumis a complementarydocumentto the project, whichalsoincludes
a VETcourse, a researchreport, a website and a number of disseminationevents
offered acrossiceland,the Netherlands,ltaly, Slovenia,and Ireland during 2024 and
2025 Forfurther informationaboutthe project pleasevisit https://epicstayseu/

Epic Stays accommodations emphasise sustainability, cultural immersion, and

authenticity, cateringto travellerswho seekdeeperconnectionswith localcommunities
and environments AcrossEurope the range of properties which can fall into this

category is somewhat unlimited ¢ basically, it incorporates all unconventional
accommodation Thesealternative options tend to have some similar characteristics,
however,generallybeing smallerscale,locally-owned businesseswhich provide more

intimate settings and often promoting eco-conscious practices This type of

accommodatioralignswith the growingdemandfor responsibleand experientialtravel,

offering diverse and flexible options for tourists who value distinct and meaningful
stays

EPIC STAYDESIGNING INNOVATIVE TOURISM STAYS
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AN EXAMPLE OF AN EPIC
STAY!

9¢Qf{ t! LD
PICTURE OF AN
EPIC STAY!

Imagine a restored 200year-old farmhouse set in the remote Italian countryside
offering guestsa true retreat from urban life with the charmof historicalarchitecture
andthe easeof modern,sustainabldiving.

The farmhouse has been creatively transformed into a boutique ¢ S©® 2 R #h&té
incorporatessolarenergy,rainwaterharvesting and natural materialsfor insulation

Thisis an EpicStaysalternativeaccommodatiorasit keepsits authenticcharacterwhile
offering spacious,comfortable rooms, communal cooking spacesstocked with local
ingredients,and unique outdoor areasdesignedor connectionwith nature.

Guests can immerse themselves in the NJ 3 A Radiitdés, engage with local
communities, experience unique experiences and enjoy the amazing natural
environmentsthese accommodationgeside Activitiescaninclude craft making,wine-
making, or farm tours, while stayingin a setting that championscircular economy
principles Imagine a property using mostly repurposed materials and reducing the
impacton the environmentand therefore combatingclimate change L Ga@aiternative
accommodationbasedexperiencethat harmonizeswith the landscapeand promotes
rural revitalization,perfectlyreflectingthe EpicStaysmissionof sustainable alternative
tourism benefiting people, profit andthe planet

Photo credit:Passeggerdtaly
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EPIC STAY

IN A FEW WORDS!

Alternative

Wow factor
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WHO EPIC STAYS
IS DESIGNED FOR?

(ALTERNATIVE
ACCOMMODATION
IN EUROPE)

Epic Stays A & \juStiabout new businessideas or accommodation A (i @dut
transforming how tourism works in Europe makingit more resilient, sustainable,

and community-focused So,if & 2 da@t&dism, would like to be an EpicStaysbusinesspr
are involvedin tourism VETeducation,or just curiousabout the future of travel, join us on this
journey [ S teshaped dzNZP thu8s@ccommodatioandscapepne EpicStayat atime!

For businessesand educatorsin the VocationalEducationand Training(VET sector, EpicStays
brings exciting opportunities This project offers innovative training resourcesand upskilling
pathways, helping entrepreneursand small businessowners develop the skills they need to
createalternativeaccommodationghat are aseconomicallyiable asthey are environmentally
friendly. Frommanagingdigital marketingto implementinggreentechnologiestheseresources
aretailoredto givesmalltourismoperatorsan edgein a competitive,evolvingmarket

EpicStaysis crafted for a wide audiencewithin the tourism and hospitality ecosystem| S NB Q
who canbenefit the most:

1. TourismEntrepreneurs& Small AccommodationOwners ¢ Especiallythose in rural and
remote areas Epic Staysprovidesa pathway to turn unique properties (like old barns,
abandonedbuildings,or ecolodges)into viable,marketablebusinesses

2. Vocational Education and Training (VET) Educators ¢ Epic Stays offers readyto-use
educationalmaterialsthat empowereducatorsto teachthe skillsnecessaryor building a
resilient, eco-friendly tourism sector Thisincludestraining on sustainabledesign,business
innovation, and digital marketing, providing educatorswith tools to make their courses
highlyrelevantandin demand

3. Tourism Policy Makers & Local Development Organizations¢ Epic Stayssupports rural
tourism regeneration,which helps addresseconomicdisparitiesand attracts funding and
resourcesto underservedregions Localgovernmentsand tourism boards can use Epic
{ U | résaugzesto promote sustainabletourism practicesand attract a new wave of eco-
consciougravelers

4. Travelersand Digital Nomads ¢ While not the primary audience,travelers ultimately
benefit from the unique, environmentallyresponsibleaccommodationslevelopedthrough
EpicStays givingthem more choicesthat alignwith valuesof sustainabilityand authentic
travel experiences

EPIC STAYDESIGNING INNOVATIVE TOURISM STAYS




WHO EPIC STAYS
IS DESIGNED FOR?

(ALTERNATIVE
ACCOMMODATION
IN EUROPE)

EPIGTAY d@imsto addresskey challengedacingEuropeartourism, suchasthe tourism
crisis, climate change,and the urgent demand for sustainableand circular tourism
models By focusingon alternative accommodationsolutions, EPICSTAY Sontributes
meaningfullyto 9 dzN.P tal8i§hé economy, tourism vocational education, and the
globalmovementtoward climateaction.

Theenvironmentalimpactof the constructionindustryt encompassingreenhousegas
emissions,deforestation, and biodiversity loss posesa major concern, with some
estimates attributing up to 50% of climate changeto this sector Going forward,

responsible design, repurposing, and sustainable practices are crucial Alternative
accommodations often incorporate sustainable technology and low energy
consumption,resultingin a smallercarbonfootprint. Many of these accommodations
utilise existingstructures,whichis especiallyrelevantin rural Europe where numerous
buildings remain abandoned in regions like southern Italy, entire villages stand

deserted EPICSTAY & well-positionedto addressthese and other vital rural needs,
suchas

A Innovation in business models and entrepreneurial opportunities, driving
sustainableemployment

A Agriculturalandfarm diversificationthat stimulatesrural economicdynamism

A Resilient rural economies rooted in environmentally and socially responsible
practices

Astraditional accommodationexperiencerisingdemandand price increasespudget
conscioustravelers, especiallyfamilies, are venturing beyond traditional routes in
search of unique, affordable experiences EPICSTAY Slirectly meets this demand,
blending sustainable,authentic tourism experienceswith the growing appetite for
meaningfultravel.

Photo Credit: Irish Landmark Trust
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WHO EPIC STAY
IS DESIGNED
FOR?

(ALTERNATIVE
ACCOMMODATIO
N IN EUROPE)

¢CKAAa LINP2SOU FFRRNBaasSa | NBIFIf ySSRY
under strain, with traditional options often struggling to keep up with
demand, especially pos€OVID.

With the travel industry shifting towards more authenticand eco-friendly experiences,
EpicStaysstepsin to lead the way. By promoting unique, sustainable and immersive
accommodatioroptions,we're not justfillingagap ¢ S (xhe&ingsomethingnew.

AsEurope'stourism industry continuesto grow with a growingand ageingpopulation,
the demandfor alternativeforms of accommodatiorhassurgedin the postCovidyears,
driven by changingtraveller preferencesand the environmental impact of mass
tourism. Many tourists are now seekingunique, personalisedexperiencesthat differ
from the traditional hotel model Optionssuchasecolodges,farm stays,and unusual
properties ¢ rangingfrom lighthousesin Irelandto barnsin Iceland- provide a more
sustainableand authenticconnectionto localculturesand environments

Additionally,the rise of digital nomadismand remote work hasincreasedthe demand
for accommodationghat caterto longerstaysand a different paceof travel. Thistrend

has the potential to alleviate pressureon overcrowdedtourist hotspots, distribute

economic benefits more evenly acrossregions, and promote a more responsible,
sustainabletourism model throughout Europe Epic Staysis at the forefront of this

movement,empoweringalternativeaccommodationshat makea realimpactt onlocal

economiesthe environment,andthe tourismexperiencatself.

EPIC STAYDESIGNING INNOVATIVE TOURISM STAYS
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THE BENEFITS O
EPIC STAYS

(ALTERNATIVE
ACCOMMODATION
IN EUROPE)

Epic Staysalso fast-tracks regional regeneration and rural development,
turning the green transition into a unique opportunity for economic
growth. Thisproject addresseskey needsand opportunities, particularly in
rural Europe

A Alternative business models and sustainable employment By supporting
alternative accommodations, Epic Stays offers new pathways for rural
entrepreneurshipand sustainablgob creation

A Revitalisingderelict properties: Many rural areassuffer from abandonedbuildings,
which can be repurposedinto unique accommodationspreathing new life into
thesespaces

A Farmand Agri-diversification: EpicStaysencouragedarm-basedaccommodations
andother agritourism ventures,addingdynamismto rural economiesand creating
new revenuestreamsfor farmers

A RevitaliseRural Economies EpicStaysbringsfresh economicopportunitiesto rural
areas, turning underused properties into vibrant tourism accommodationsthat
bringincomeandjobsto localcommunities

A Climate ChangeMitigation: Sincetourism hasa hugeimpact on the environment
and world at largeit is integral we support mitigating climate changethrough Epic
Staysactivities e.g., encouragethe reuse and adaptation of existing buildings
Centralto EpicStaydss promotinga lower carbonfootprint and sustainablebusiness
practicesin tourism. Focusingdn eco-friendly technologiesalsoalignswith 9 dzN2 LJS
goalsto combatclimatechange

a

A Adapting Europeantourism SMEsto Modern Travel Trends EpicStaysaddresses
the rising demand for unique, immersive, and responsibletravel experiences,
catering to the preferences of digital nomads, longterm travelers, and
environmentallyconsciougourists.

EPIC STAYDESIGNING INNOVATIVG)URISM STAYS
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THE BENEFITS OF I
E P I C STAYS small tourism business owners
il T Cocrea i bt swsing o e
u Xisti utu
E U RO P EAN tourism  businesses, and VET
TO U R | S M AN D educators, equipping them with the
businessacumen and knowledge in
H OS P ITALITY sustainable operations, which are
| N D U ST R | ES N E E D essentialfor remainingcompetitivein
ALT E R NAT I VE arapidlyevolvingmarket
ACCO M M O DATI O N Through these initiatives, Epic Stays
I N E U RO P E supportsresilientrural economieghat are

equippedto thrive in the face of change
The project not only meets the current
demandsof 9 dzN2 talBishé landscape
P R E— but also transforms the sector with a
A NSRRI PR forward-thinking, sustainableapproach
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Epic Stays are more than
accommodations they're
Immersive experiences that

connecttravellersto nature,
culture, and community, leaving
a lasting impact on both guests
s (1 aBd the places they visit.
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WHAT MAKES A GOOD
PRACTICE EPIC STAYS EXA

IN THE CONTEXT OF IRELAND, SLOVENIA,
ICELAND AND THE NETHERLANDS.

Photo Credit: Fossatun Pods & Cottages, Iceland



EPIC STAY'S

A EUROPEAN

WIDE
PERSPECTIVE

WHAT MAKES AN EPIC STAY AND
HOW WE DEFINE ALTERNATIVE
RURAL TOURISM
ACCOMMODATION IN ICELAND,
IRELAND, THE NETHERLANDS,

An Epic Stay goes beyond the traditional tourist experience by blending unique
accommodationswith sustainability, culture, and local connection These stays
prioritise ecofriendly practices, from energyefficient architecture to repurposed
historical buildings, immersing guestsin a sense of place that reflects the local

environment and heritage Whether it's a renovated trullo in Italy, a turf house in

Iceland, or a windmill-turned-hotel in the Netherlands,each Epic Stay is carefully
curated to offer an unforgettable and authentic experience Suchaccommodations
often feature distinctive designelementsthat embracethe local culture and natural

surroundings,enhancingthe 3 dzS Jour6ed with a strong senseof immersion and

discovery

On the following pageswe outline examplesfrom each country, detailing what we
believemakeseachstayspecial different, eco-friendly, and mostimportantly, Epic!

EPIC STAYDESIGNING INNOVATIVE TOURISM STAYS
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GOOD PRACTICE
EPIC STAYS
EXAMPLES

IN THE CONTEXT OF

IRELAND, ICELAND,

SLOVENIA, ITALY AND THE =
NETHERLANDS V

WHAT MAKES OUR CASE STUANES
EPIC STAYOUR METHODOLOGY

Irish Epic Stays

The Irish case studies were chosen because

they reflect the key examplesof an Irish W9 LJA o : = =
{_ u éré_[and_ls renowned for its lush green Photo Credit: Mayo Glamping, Ireland
fields which is a key attraction for our

internationalmarket The Irishexamplessuch
as 'Glamping under the stars' are a typical
representationof anlrish EpicStay!

EcelandicEpicStays

The Icelandic case studies were chosen becausethey perfectly embody the criteria and
characteristicghat define an EpicStay Theseaccommodationgxemplifyrural, smallscale,and
unique offeringsthat contribute to socialand economicsustainabilityby activelyengagingwith
and supportingtheir communitiesand surroundingenvironments Theirstoriesand experiences
are alreadydeeplywoveninto the tourism fabric of their communities,positioningthem as key
playersin the industrywho prioritise the triple bottom line approach people,profit, and planet
Iceland,in particular, offers a diverserangeof EpicStaysthat are leadingthe way and inspiring
othersin the marketto adopt similarapproachesTheseexamplesshowcasesmaltscaletourisny
entrepreneurswho are fundamental to the Europeantourism economy Highlightingthesgg:
businessesspioneers,we aimto illustrate how they deliver simpleyet compellingapproaches,
enablingthe exchangeof Epic Stay experiencesbetween small scale businesseshosts and
countries

EPIC STAYDESIGNING INNOVATI
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GOOD PRACTICE EPIC STAYS EXAMPL

SlovenianEpicStays

We have chosen Slovenian case studies because they show the most unique

accommodationof & 9 LSkay¥ Theyare an exampleof how to integrate Slovenia's
natural and cultural heritage In Sloveniafour different worldsintertwine in a relatively
small area The Mediterraneansmellsof the sea,some Alpine peaksare coveredin

snow all year round, and healingwaters bubble undergroundin PannonianSlovenia
The mysteriouskarst world is a world apart Sloveniansare in love with the unspoilt

nature that surroundsus at everyturn. We haveplacedunusualplacesto stayin it that

seemto be part of its story. Slovenia'sunique accommodationsare for all tastesand

preferencesfrom boutique hotels,countryvillaswith swimmingpoolsand castlehotels

to idyllictourist farms,cottages,glampingsitesand campsitesn the middle of nature.

Dutch EpicStays

TheDutchcasestudieswere chosenfor their innovativeuseof architectureand design
in creatingEpicStaysthat reflectthe b S & K S Nihiduglahdstapesind water-based
heritage Fromstayingin a houseboatalong! Y & U S Ni#gohic¢adalsto experiencing
life insidea convertedwindmill, theseaccommodationgprovide a fresh perspectiveon

traditional Dutch living. The Netherlands is renowned for its commitment to

sustainability,which is echoedin these staysthrough the use of greentechnologies,
energyefficient buildings,andlocallysourcedmaterials Theseexamplesllustrate how

the Dutch have adapted their rich cultural history into modern, environmentally
consciougourism optionsthat caterto the growingdemandfor authenticand unique
travel experiencesmakingthem a standoutin the Europeamarket

Italian EpicStays

Theltalian casestudieswere selectedfor their rich cultural heritageandthe way they
transform historicalstructuresinto unique accommodationsteflectingthe essenceof
anEpicStay L (U | Hledd@fzhistory, art, and natural beauty makesit an ideal location
for travelersseekingauthenticity In regionslike TuscanyPuglia,and the Amalfi Coast,
guestscanexperienceaccommodationsuchasancientfarmhousestrulli housesand
converted monasteries, all of which have been carefully restored with modern
comfortswhile preservingtheir originalcharm Theselodgingsoffer more than just a
placeto stayr they provide an immersiveexperiencethat connectsvisitorsto L (i | f &
history, landscapeand culinarytraditions. Byreimaginingthesestructures,ltalian Epic
Stayscontribute to sustainabletourism, preservingcultural landmarksand stimulating
localeconomies

EPIC STAYDESIGNING INNOV@JE TOURISM STAYS
Q)

N
=



OSCASE STUDI

OWNERSHIP
MODELS

IN ALTERNATIVE TOURISM
ACCOMMODATION




EPIC STAY

ALTERNATIVE

OWNERSHIP MODELS

EPIC STAX3OUR FIRST EXAMPLESGE=
FOCUS ON NOVEL AND INNOVATIVEGEE
OWNERSHIP MODELS IN THE
ACCOMMODATION SECTOR

Photo CreditEcofriendly Luxury Huts §t Q S &

Sardinia

Ownershipmodelsin alternative tourism accommodationare diverseand adaptable,
reflecting the sector's commitment to sustainability, community engagement,and
innovation Many alternativeaccommodationssuchasecolodges,glampingsites,and
rural boutique hotels, operate under models that prioritize local ownership and
communityinvolvement In community-owned models,local residentsmay collectively
investin and manageaccommodationsgnsuringthat economicbenefitsstaywithin the
regionandcontributeto localdevelopment Cooperativeownershipis anothercommon
model, where multiple stakeholders,suchas local businessesr individual investors,
shareownershipand decisiormakingresponsibilities

Additionally franchise or lease models allow smallscale operators to run unique

accommodationsinderalargerbrand'sumbrella,benefitingfrom sharedresourcesand

marketingwhile maintainingautonomyover day-to-day operations Thesemodelsoften

help developa local senseof sharedresponsibility,promoting ethical and sustainable
practicesthat resonate with the growing market of travelers seekingresponsible,
community-centeredtourismexperiences

EPIC STAYDESIGNING INNOVATIVE TOURISM STAYS
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TheEpicStaysbusinessnodelis uniquelydesignedo redefinetourismaccommodation
in Europe through an innovative, alternative approachthat addressesboth market
demands and environmental needs At its core, this model emphasisescreating
alternativetourismaccommodationgATA} distinctiveand immersivestaysthat utilise
existing structures, often in rural or underdevelopedareas Ratherthan relying on
traditional construction, Epic Stays encourages repurposing historic buildings,
abandonedproperties,or unique natural structureslike cavesand treehouses,adding
authenticityandlocalcharacterto eachdestination

What sets the Epic Staysmodel apart is its integration of sustainablepracticesand
circulareconomyprinciples Accommodationsinder this model have a smallercarbon
footprint due to the reuseof existingbuildingsand the implementationof ecofriendly
technologies, such as solar energy, rainwater collection, and low-energy lighting
Additionally,the model promotes environmentalstewardshipby partneringwith local
suppliersthus supportingthe rural economyand contributingto communityresilience

Epic Stays empowers small businessowners to think differently to other generic
accommodationofferings focusingon areasthat are aligned with Epic Staysdigital
marketing,sustainablemanagementgcirculareconomypractices,and guestexperience
design They must stand out and be unique to remain competitive in the evolving
tourism landscapewhile alsohelpinglocal economiesdiversifyand reducerelianceon
seasonalwork. In sum, the Epic Stays businessmodel is a blend of innovation,
environmental,socialand economicsustainability

It providesunique accommodationoptions that cater to modern travelers'desiresfor
authentic,eco-consciousexperienceswhile enablingsmalltourism businesseso thrive
and adaptto suchtrends Thiscombinationof environmentalcommitment,community
empowerment,and immersiveguestexperienceds what makesthe EpicStaysmodel
truly distinctive Finally,eachcasestudy is mappedto the United NationsSustainable
DevelopmentGoalsto help the readerunderstandthe efforts made by the properties
to supportenvironment,societyandinclusiongoals

o
&,

SUSTAINABLE

DEVELOPMENT
conls W

ab

The UN SDGs
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Photo CreditViking House and Settlement,

Wexford, Ireland

"Travel is glamorous only in
retrospect."t Paul Theroux



Photo Credit: Albi Hostel, Netherlands
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OWNERSHIP MODH
NETHERLANKY

CAMPING/RIJHAVEN

Category Campsite
Location de Heeg,Netherlands
Website https://campingvrijhavennl/

What Makesthis Accommodationan EpicStay!

CampingVrijhavenis a family-run campsite situated in the cozy village of De Heeg,in the
provinceof Frieslanda territory full of waterwaysand lakes,whichis a havenfor water sports,
biking, and outdoor activities Frieslandis a green province committed to the transition to a
circulareconomy,in alignmentwith national and local agendas The campsiteoffers a unique
and rich set of options to its guests from pitchesfor your own tent or campervanto safari
tents and unique tiny houses,which are the result of a very creative recyclingand upcycling
process CampingVrijhavenis a frontrunner in making green choicesfor the transition to a
circular economy in the hospitality sector As such, it aims to provide enriching and
transformative experiencesto its guestswhile working in close collaborationwith the local
communityand environment In doingso, the campsiteseeksto provide positiveimpactsfor its
territory aswell asshowcasingpestpracticesandinnovative,creativesolutionsto its guests


https://campingvrijhaven.nl/

Photo CreditCampingVrijhaven The Netherlands

CHALLENGE

Lack of knowledge to design and
offer innovative sustainable ideas
and solutions and meaningful
transformative experiences

Beinga guestis a temporary experience
that allows travellers to interrupt their

daily routines as such, traveling sets the

ground for transformative and enriching
experiences Camping Vrijhaven is

committed to providing its guests with

meaningful transformational experiences
for their own well-being,aswell asfor the

well-being of the planet and the local

community The campsiteaimsto attract

guests who align with its mission and

vision, while also providing learning and

educationalexperiencedo both returning

and new guestswith regardsto ideasand

solutions for sustainable  and

circularpractices

The hospitality sector is in continuous
evolution and changewith an increasing
number of possible best practices,
creativeideasand solutionsto be shared
among entrepreneurs and among hosts
and guests As such, CampingVrijhaven
looks for sources of inspirations, best
practices,andideasfrom other hospitality
entrepreneursacrossEuropethrough new
forms of collaboration among local
authorities,  civil societies, and
entrepreneursof the hospitalitysector

EPIC STAYDESIGNING INNOVATIVE TOURISM STAYS



- SOLUTION

~ GOVERNANCE AND NETWORK FOR PILOTING REGENERATIVE 4
TRANSFORMATIVE IDEAS AND SOLUTIONS

Camping Vrijhaven is in contact with local authorities, knowledge institutions, social
entrepreneurs, and representatives of the civil society to set the basis for
piloting educational transformative experiencesto be offered to its guestsin the realm
of plastic materials Such ambition requires a deeper understandingof the legal frame,
potentialities, opportunities and constraints, as well as existing best practices, case
studies,and current running pilots in other smallhospitality firms within Europe Assuchthe
intervention aims to scout key best practicesand case studies in which small hospitality
firms became regenerative hubs offering educational experiencesand piloting innovative
solutions

Campingt N 2 KihitidtbefdXxdieateeducational transformativeexperiencesaroundplastic
materials reflects a forward-thinking approach to tourism that goes beyond traditional
hospitality By collaborating with local authorities, knowledge institutions, social
entrepreneurs andcivil societyrepresentativesCampingvrijhavenseekso positionitself asa
regenerativehub that not only providesaccommodationsbut also promotes environmental
stewardship and education This ambition aligns with broader sustainability goals and
leveragesthe potential of small hospitality firms to becomeactive participantsin ecological
andsocialinnovation

OUTCOME

A HUB OF BEST CASESINNDVATIVEDUCATIONAL EXPERIENC

Bestpractices,innovativesolutions,and creativeideasare collectedas sourceof inspirations
for CampingVrijhavenin its ambitionsto becomea hubs of transformativeexperiencesand
learningopportunitiesfor both localsand guests Assuch,a better understandingof whichare
the constraintsbut alsothe opportunities and potentialitiesis built as basisfor empowering
smallhospitality facilitiesin their contribution to the societalchangesand globalchallengesn

partnershipwith the publicsectorandcivil society

Ownershipmodelsin alternativetourismaccommodatiorare diverseand adaptable reflecting
the sector'scommitment to sustainability,community engagement,and innovation Many
alternative accommodationssuch as ecolodges, glampingsites, and rural boutique hotels,
operate under models that prioritize local ownership and community involvement In
communityowned models, local residents may collectively invest in and manage
accommodationsensuringthat economicbenefits stay within the region and contribute to
local development Cooperative ownership is another common model, where multiple
stakeholderssuchaslocal businesser individual investors,share ownershipand decision
makingresponsibilities

EPIC STAYDESIGNING INNOVATIVE TOURISM STAYS




An Epic Stay transforms travel into a
journey of discovery, blending
sustainability, authenticity, and

unforgettable moments that resona :

long after the trip ends.

Photo CreditletteranLodges, Derry, Ireland
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CAMPING VRIJHA

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
UNITED NATIONS SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT GOALS

12 RESPONSIBLE 1 CLIMATE PARTNERSHIPS
CONSUMPTION ACTION FOR THE GOALS
AND PRODUCTION

co il & @

Camping+ NA& 2 K migsBryatigins strongly with several United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs),most notably SDG 12. Responsible Consumption and
Production SDGL3: ClimateAction, and SDGL7: Partnershipgor the Goals

Throughthe & A {t@rihitmentto educatingguestson sustainablepractices particularly
in the realmof plasticmaterials,Vrijhavenpromotesresponsibleconsumptionand waste
reduction, directly addressing SDG 12 by encouraging visitors to consider the
environmentalimpact of their actions By exploringwaysto becomea regenerativehub,
CampingVrijhavencontributesto SDGL3 by raisiingawarenesaroundclimateissuesand
piloting solutionsthat mitigate environmentalharm.

This collaborative approach engaginglocal authorities, knowledge institutions, social
entrepreneurs,and civil societyt supportsSDG17, which emphasiaeghe importanceof

partnershipsin achievingsustainabledevelopment By building networks and sharing
best practices,CampingVrijhavennot only enhancests own operationsbut alsosetsan

examplefor other small hospitality providersto participatein and promote sustainable
tourism.

EPIC STAYDESIGNING INNOVATIVE TOURISM STAYS




Photo Credit: Alibi Hostel, Netherlands
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CASE STUDY

OWNERSHIP MOD
NETHERLAN

ALIBIHOSTEL

Category Hostel
Location LeeuwardenNetherlands
Website https://alibihostel.nl/en/

What Makesthis Accommodationan EpicStay!

Alibi Hostel is a unique hospitality facility combiningthe allure of a historical building and
heritagewith aninnovativeand creativehospitality offer. Basedon the entrepreneurialidea of
a close group of young friends, this hostel opened in 2014 following the renovation and
repurposingof a 19th-century jail in the historical center of Leeuwarden,the capital of
FrieslandProvinceand the EuropeanCapitalof Culturein 2018 Thisurban renovationproject
transformed an old jail into the multifunctional urban hub 'Blokhuispoorf which includes
restaurants,handicraft ateliers and shops,the public library, and a detachmentof the NHL
StendenUniversityof Applied SciencesThe Alibi Hosteloccupiespart of the first and second
floors of this complex,offering accommodationsn old cellstransformedinto dormsfor 5-18
personsdoublerooms,and4-bedrooms


https://alibihostel.nl/en/

>
3]
=
iy
[}
=
n
<
@
=
=]
c
@
O
°
9]
S
O
]
g
]
=
o

&

INCREASING VISIBILITY AND ENRICHINGJB3ESTAYING

CHALLENGE

2

Alibi Hostelis locatedin a key centralpositionin the city centre of Leeuwadenevenif it
still remainsquite hiddenin the first and secondfloor of the 'Blokhuispoortcomplex In
alignmentwith the beauty and allure of this ancient building, Alibi Hostel's spaces
combine ancientand modern features as well as a meaningfulatmospheregiven by
havingrepurposeda place meant for detention and isolationinto a hospitality facility
allowing young and international travellers to come together As such, Alibi Hostels
would like to enhanceits visibility and exposureto an internationalaudienceaswell as
enrichingthe gueststayingby establishingpartnershipsand collaborationswith other
entrepreneursand key stakeholdersand enlargingits target group.

EPIC STAYDESIGNING INNOVATIVE TOURISM STAYS



Z@: S O L U T I O Yy scoutingand exploringthe new trends
uf urban tourism and key stakeholdersin

the context of Leeuwardenand Fryslan a
set of new possible partnerships and

INCREASING PARTNERSHIPS ccllaborationsis explored, and a wider
COLLABORATIONS network is created Collectingand sharing

bestpracticesin the field of urbantourism
and international hostels allow to
generate novel knwoledge and
possibilities As such,the Alibi Hostelsets
the basisto becomethe locationfor smalt
scale events, readings, performances,as
well asfoody experiences

_ @Outcome

INCREASEWISIBILITAND WIDER
PORTFOLIOF EXPERIENCE®R
GUESTS

By enlarging the network of possible
partners in the national and international
circuit, Alibi Hostelreachesa better visibility
and positioning In doing so, it co-createsa
setof novelculinaryandcultural experiences
| to be offered to the hostel guestsaswell as
i1 to Blockhuispoort visitors, Leeuwarden
residents,andstudents

616

"To awaken alone in a
strange town is one of th¢
pleasantest sensations |
the world."t Freya Stark

EPIC STAYDESIGNING INNOVATIVE TOURISM STAYS
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Alibi Hostelin Leeuwardenalignswith severalUnited Nations SustainableDevelopment
Goals (SDGs)most notably SDG11: Sustainable Cities and Communities SDG 12
ResponsibleConsumptionand Production and SDG17: Partnershipsfor the Goals By
repurposinga 19th-century jail into a vibrant urban hostel within the Blokhuispoort
complex,Alibi HostelsupportsSDGL1 by contributingto sustainableurban development
and preservingcultural heritage Thisadaptivereuseprojectrevitalizesa historicalsite in
the heart of Leeuwardentransformingit into a multifunctional hub that celebrateslocal
heritage and encouragesand promotes community engagement The K 2 & (uSiGu® &
setting invites international travelersto engagewith the O A (hi&téryawhile supporting
the local economy through its integration with nearby businesses,artisans, and
educationalinstitutions.

Additionally, SDG12 is reflected in the K 2 & Gapro@chto responsibletourism. By
renovatingrather than demolishingthe existingstructure, Alibi Hostel minimiseswaste
and resource consumption,embodyingprinciples of circular economyand sustainable
production TheK 2 & lc8nim@@ent to creating cultural and culinary experiencesjn

partnershipwith local entrepreneursand key stakeholdersemphasizests dedicationto

responsibletourism practicesthat benefit both guestsand the local community Finally,
Alibi | 2 & (fé&dsOrabuilding partnershipsto expandits offerings and visibility aligns
with SDG17. Throughcollaborationwith local businessescultural institutions, and the

NHLStendenUniversityof AppliedSciencesthe hostelnot only enhancests servicesut

also strengthens the local tourism network, promoting knowledge exchange and
community resilience This emphasison partnership enablesAlibi Hostelto provide a
richer, more meaningful experience for travelers while actively contributing to

[ SSdzs I dRIBIAD &conomicecosystem
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Photo Credit: Camera a Sud, Italy
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CASE STUDY

OWNERSHIP MOD§
ITALY

CAMERA SUD

Category Bedand Breakfast

Location Bovino,ltaly

Website: https://localtourism.it/en/nd/bb-cameraa-
sud&la=tuorlebiancofiore

What Makesthis Accommodationan EpicStay!

Cameraa Sudis housedin a charming19th centurybuildingin Bovino,locatedin the heart of

the town's historicalcentre, halfwaybetweenthe Cathedralandthe MuseoCivico

The palazzobelongedto a family of the 19th-century bourgeoisie,the Lombardifamily, not

originally from Bovino, but from Bisceglieand Lucera,who choseBovino becauseit was an

important city in those days for the judges of the Court of Cassation,as they too were

representative®f that socialbranch Theydecidedto buythe property to spendthe summerin

Bovina Todayit retainsthe characteristicof 19th-centurybourgeoischarm,not leastbecause
of its locationin the historic centre of the town, and for more than ten yearsit hasbeenused
asaguesthouse




CHALLENGE

&

NEED TO ENHANCE AND RECOVER OF AN IMPOSING HISTORICAL BUILI

Cameraa Sudis locatedin a charmingl9th-century palacein Bovino,a town knownfor
its well-preservedmedievalarchitecture,narrow cobbledstreets,and stunningviewsof
the Apennine Mountains The historic building, org‘glnally owned by the Lombardi
family, servedas a summerretreat where they could escapethe bustle of Romeand
enjoy the tranquility of Bovina Over time, however, the palacefell into disrepair
Crumblingwalls, a damagedroof, and unstable structural elements made it unsafe,
requiring extensiverehabllitationto transformit into a modernguestaccommodation
Originally composedof three separate properties, unifying them into one cohesive
guesthousepresenteda significantchallenge

2

The Nicastro family took on the daunting task of restoring the building, balancin
historical preservationwith the needfor safetyand modern comforts Everyaspecto
the renovatiort from stabilizingfoundationsto blendingnew amenitieswith old-world
charnt requiredcarefulplanningandexecution

EPIC STAYDESIGNING INNOVATIVE TOURISM STAYS
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With funding from GAL Meridaunia, the

= = [icastro family transformed the old palace
o S SO L' ' I I O into "Cameraa Sud" The support helped
.estore and unify the structures, reinforce

seismicresistance,and rebuild the roof using
traditional methods

: Theyredesignedthe internal spacescreating
FROM JUDGE LOMBARDI'S RESIL g\/gid_comforhabtle ,roclamshthattresp'(\e/lctdthe
uilding's historical character = Modern
TO CHAMBER OF THE SOUTH electricaland heatingsystemswere integrated
for guest comfort while preservingold-world
charm Original features such as ornate
ceilings, grand staircases,and large wooden
doorst were restored, blending antiques and
modern touches to create an elegant yet
homelyatmosphere

Filomenahe mother of the owners,playeda
key role in_adding warmth and characterto
Cameraa Sud Her daily involvement from
preparing homemade breakfaststo tending
roomst has been essential Filomena'swarm
hospitality hascreatedan environmentwhere
guestsfeél more like friends than customers,

makingCameraa Suda uniquedestination

@Outcome

A LINKWITHTHESOUTHANDTHE
TERRITORY

After more than a decade, Cameraa Sud
continues to be a cherished destination,
where history, hospitality, and CA f 2 Y S
care converge The Nicastro ¥ I Y AvisienQ a
has turned this restored palace into more
than just a guesthouse A U @ awarm,_
immersive experience of . 2 O A guRuwiEa
andcharm

56

"People will forget what you
said, people will forget what yo
did, but people will never forge
how you made them feélx
Maya Angelou

EPIC STAYDESIGNING INNOVATIVE TOURISM STAYS
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UNITED NATIONS SUSTAINABLE ‘
DEVELOPMENT GOALS @‘

11 SUSTAINABLE CITIES 12 RESPONSIBLE 1 PARTNERSHIPS
AND COMMUNITIES CONSUMPTION FOR THE GOALS

Jelcofl ®

Cameraa Sud aligns closelywith the United Nations SustainableDevelopmentGoals,
particularly SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities), SDG 12 (Responsible
Consumptionand Production),and SDG17 (Partnershipsfor the Goals),through its
commitmentto cultural preservation sustainablgiractices,and collaborativeefforts.
Therestoration of the 19th-century buildingthat housesCameraa Sudis a testamentto
the principles of SDG11, which emphasizesthe importance of sustainable urban
development and cultural preservation Located in Bovino's historic center, the
guesthouserevitalizesthe town's architectural heritage, transforming a deteriorating
property into a vibrant spacethat celebrateslocal history. Thiseffort not only preserves
the town's cultural identity but also strengthensits appeal as a sustainabletourism
destination, promoting the harmonious coexistenceof historical charm and modern
functionality.

In line with SDG12, Cameraa Sudexemplifiesresponsibleconsumptionand production
through its thoughtful renovation and daily operations The Nicastrofamily prioritized
sustainablepracticesduring the building'srestoration, utilizing traditional materialsand
methods to retain its historical authenticity while reducing waste Modern energy
efficient systems,including heating and electricalupgrades,were seamlesslyntegrated
into the design,balancingguestcomfort with environmentalsustainability Additionally,
the guesthousepromotes local products and cuisine, offering guests an authentic
experiencethat supports regional producers and reduces the reliance on external
resources

The collaboration with GAL Meridaunia which provided critical funding for the
restoration, highlightsthe alignmentwith SDGL7, emphasizinghe power of partnerships
in achievingsustainabledevelopment This cooperation demonstrateshow local and
regionalentities canwork togetherto preservecultural heritageand promote sustainable
tourisminitiatives ByfosteringpartnershipsCameraa Sudnot only ensuredts successs
a businessut alsocontributesto the broadereconomicand socialdevelopmentof the
region

EPIC STAYDESIGNING INNOVATIVE TOURISM STAYS
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CASE STUDY

OWNERSHMNMODELSY

Italy

AGORA

Category BedandBreakfast

Location CastelnuovalellaDaunia(FG) Jtaly

Website: https://www.visitmontidauni.it/it/hd/agora-di-vascelle
mariaantonella

What Makesthis Accommodationan EpicStay!

TheB&b Agorain CastelnuovalellaDauniais housedin a buildingof particularhistoricalvalue
in the main squareof the village Theideaof the B&b Agoraproject stemsfrom the desireto
createbedsin the heart of the historicalcentre of CastelnuovalellaDaunia

In addition to the creation of 10 bedswith the openingof the B&b Agora a multi-sectoral
businessetwork called'Terradei Laghi was created,encompassingarioustypes of ancillary
activitiesrelatedto overnightaccommodatior(electricbikes,horseriding, trekking)


https://www.visitmontidauni.it/it/hd/agora-di-vascello-maria-antonella
https://www.visitmontidauni.it/it/hd/agora-di-vascello-maria-antonella
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|
REDEVELOP A DILAPIDATED BUILDING

Theobjectiveof the AgoraB&b projectin CastelnuovalellaDauniawasto recoverand

valorisea building,locatedin the town's historic centre, specificallyin the mainsquare,
PiazzaPlebiscitg through a renovation and merger of buildingsto create a small
accommodationfacility. The intervention had as another objective, that of enhancing
not only the buildings,but alsothe contextin whichit is located, givingan exampleof

possiblevalorisationof dilapidatedbuildingsin the historiccentre.

The project included a seriesof works that restored the distributive and structural
functionality of the building complex, transformingit into a small accommodation
facility, includingfive rooms,andwith an adjoiningcyclebike business

EPIC STAYDESIGNING INNOVATIVE TOURISM STAYS



- SOLUTION

A NEW LOOK FOR AGORA

In additionto the renovationand refurbishmentof the systemsglectricaland heating,

the project to give the B&b Agoraa new look includeda redistribution of the spaces
and rooms, which are located on two floors; two roomswith attachedbathroomsare

locatedon the first floor, and the other three on the secondfloor. Thereare alsoother

spaceson the secondfloor, which will be convertedinto bedroomsand a technical
roomin the future.

Theprojectenvisagesin fact, that overtime, usingthe "Stepby step” formula, in order
to keep initial costsdown, further transformation work can be undertakenon other

parts of the building, suchasthe upgradingand extensionof some facilities and the

creationof new guestservices Inside,the buildingis furnishedwith the grandmother's
furniture, all of which hasbeenrestoredand caredfor down to the smallestdetail. In

addition, the daughterof the owner of the B&b hascontributedto the furnishingand
embellishmentof the spaces,painting paintings depicting the historical places of

Castelnuovadella Daunig to make them known to those who decideto stay at the

Agoradi Castelnuovo

OUTCOME

IN THE HEART OF THE HISTOBEDNIREF CASTELNUONBLLA
DAUNIAAGORA

With funding from the MeridauniaLAGFundEEA.SR RuralDevelopmentProgramme
of the ApuliaRegion20142020"Monti Dauni' LAPAction 1.2 Supportto enterprises
for tourist accommodatioractivitiesandintervention 1.2.1 qualificationand functional
and organisationaldiversificationof tourist accommodationenterprises,the building
located in the heart of the historical centre of Castelnuovodella Dauniahas been
earmarkedfor smallaccommodationactivities The building, donatedto the Vascello
family, hasbeentransformedinto a magnificentB&b, restoredand recoveredin every
detail.

Todayit offers the opportunity to spend sometime relaxing,to stay overnight and
unwind in the five spaciousrooms, which overlook the main square of the village,
PiazzéPlebiscito Thereis alsothe possibilityof relaxingon the terrace,from whichyou
canadmirethe panoramaof the village

As ancillary services,it offers bike hire, horse riding, forest walks, and trekking to
discoverthe northern Monti Dauni

EPIC STAYDESIGNING INNOVATIVE TOURISM STAYS
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TheAgoraB&Bin CastelnuovalellaDauniaexemplifiessustainablecommunitydevelopmentby

advancingseveralUnited Nations SustainableDevelopmentGoals(SDGs)particularly SDG8

(DecentWork and EconomicGrowth) and SDG11 (SustainableCities and Communities) By
transforming a historically significant building in the @A f t manS<ydare into an

accommodationbusinessthe project contributesto the local economy,creatingemployment
and promotingthe cultural heritageof the historiccenter Theintegrationof additionalservices,
suchas electric bike rentals, horseriding, and trekking, not only supportslocal businessedut

alsoenhancesthe | NBdppiealas a sustainabletourism destination Throughthese ancillary
servicesand partnershipsin the multi-sectoral& ¢ S tiENlaghé network, Agorasupports a

vibranttourismecosystenthat benefitsboth residentsandvisitors

Additionally, the Agora B&B contributes to SDG 11 by promoting the preservation and
revitalization of cultural heritage in Castelnuovaodella 5 I dzy iistofzacore. The renovation
involved carefully restoring and updating the building while maintaining its architectural
integrity and historical furnishings, including family heirlooms that enhance the guest
experience By reusing existing structures, the project reduces environmental impact and
encourageghe sustainablauseof localresourcessettingan examplefor revitalizingdilapidated
buildingswithin historicalsettings

The careful blend of traditional and modern elements, along with artworks depicting the
village'shistoricalsites,createsa meaningfulconnectionbetweenvisitorsand the local culture.
This approach supports the longterm goal of building resilient, inclusive communities by
enhancingthe local quality of life and preservingthe unique characterof Castelnuovadella
Dauniafor future generations

EPIC STAYDESIGNING INNOVATIVE TOURISM STAYS
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OWNERSHIP MOD
IRELAND

IRELANIPURESPACE

Category Ecofriendly GlampingSite
Location LoopHead,CountyClare,lreland
Website https://purespace.ie/, Discover Ireland Website

What Makes this Accommodation an Epic Stay!

Purecamping Loop Head, Clare, Ireland offers a unique glamping experiencefocused on
wellnessand ecofriendliness The site features luxurious accommodationsjncluding safari
tents, yurts, and cabins equipped with comfortable amenities and powered by renewable
energy sources Guestscan engagein a variety of wellness activities, such as yoga and
meditation classesand enjoy nature-basedpursuitslike hikingand bird watching Thefacilities
include compostingtoilets and solar showers,emphasizingsustainableliving practices The
benefitsof stayln%at Purecampingncludea peacefulretreat in a natural setting, opportunities
for holistic health improvement, and an ecofriendly vacation that supports sustainable
tourism. The site also hosts wellnessworkshopsand community events, encouraginglocal
connectionsaandwell-beingamongvisitors Main offerings

A GlampingAccommodation Luxuriousents, yurts, and cabinswith ecofriendly amenities
WellnessActivities: Yogasessionsmeditation classesandwellnessworkshops

Outdoor Activities: Naturewalks,bird watching,and outdoor adventureactivities
EccFriendlyFacilities Compostingoilets, solarshowers.andrenewableenergysources

558


https://purespace.ie/
https://www.discoverireland.ie/accommodation/pure-space
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28 CHALLENGE

|
DEVELOBUSTAINABIEECOINFRASTRUCTURE

Purecampingn LoopHeadfacedsignificantchallengesn developingcomfortable yet
ecofriendly accommodationgn a remote, natural setting. Oneof the mainissueswvas
ensuringthat the infrastructure could withstand Ireland'sunpredictableweather while
maintaining a minimal ecologicalfootprint. The remotenessof Loop Head posed
logisticalchallengedor transportingmaterialsand constructingthe site without causing
environmentaldegradation Additionally, there was the challengeof balancingguest
comfortwith sustainablepracticesasmoderntravelersexpectcertainamenities

The development of Purecamping'sinfrastructure required innovative solutions to

create a glampingexperiencethat did not compromiseon comfort or environmental
responsibility By prioritizing low-impact living and utilizing sustainabletechnologies,
Purecampinghas managedto offer a unique and comfortable retreat that immerses
visitorsin the beautyof Loop! S I Rafual landscapewhile adheringto ecofriendly
principles

"It Is not down in any map;
true places never arert"
Herman Melville

EPIC STAYDESIGNING INNOVATIVE TOURISM STAYS
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- SOLUTION

INTEGRATING AND INVESTING IN INNOWWHRASTRUCTURE

Purecampingn Loop Head overcameits infrastructure challengeby developingeco
friendly yet comfortable accommodationghrough a seriesof innovative solutions By
investingin high-quality, weatherresistant safari tents, yurts, and cabinsmade from
sustainable materials, they ensured durability and comfort despite Ireland's
unpredictableweather

The use of renewable energy sources, such as solar panels, efficiently provided
electricitywhile minimizingenvironmentalimpact Compostingoilets and solarheated
showerswere implementedto addresswater usageand waste managementgensuring
sustainability Theseeco-friendly facilities were not only effective but also seamlessly
integratedinto the naturallandscapegenhancinghe overallguestexperience

Theinnovativeapproachof combiningsustainableechnologieswith high standardsof
comfort allowed Purecampingto create a glampingsite that works efficiently and
harmoniouslywith its remote environment,providinga unigue and responsibleretreat
for visitors

OUTCOME

ENHANCED GUEST EXPERIBNEES AND ENVIRONMENTAL
SUSTAINABILITY

Theinnovativeinfrastructuredevelopmentat Purecampindn LoopHeadyieldedhighly
positiveoutcomes,enhancingooth guestexperiencesand environmentalsustainability
The durable, weatherresistant accommodations have led to increased guest
satisfactionand higheroccupancyates,evenduring off-peakseasons

The efficient use of renewableenergyand ecofriendly facilities, suchas composting
toilets and solarheated showers, has significantlyreduced the site's environmental
footprint, earningaccoladesndrecognitionwithin ecotourismcircles

Additionally, these sustainable practices have enabled a deeper appreciation for
conservationamongvisitors, promoting a culture of environmentalresponsibility The
successfuintegration of comfort and sustainabilityat Purecampingiot only positioned
it asa leadingglampingdestinationbut alsodemonstratedthe viability of ecofriendly
tourismmodelsin remote natural settings

EPIC STAYDESIGNING INNOVATIVE TOURISM STAYS
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Purecampingn LoopHeadalignsstronglywith the United Nations SustainableDevelopment
Goals(SDGs)notably SDG7 (Affordable and CleanEnergy),SDG11 (SustainableCitiesand

Communities),and SDG12 (ResponsibleConsumptionand Production) By usingrenewable
energysourcessuchassolarpower, and eco-friendly facilitieslike compostingtoilets and solar
showers, Purecampingminimizesits environmental footprint while promoting sustainable
energy use These practices reflect SDG 7Q &mphasison sustainable energy solutions,
showcasinghow accommodationscan operate efficiently in remote areaswithout relyingon

conventionalenergy sources This focus on renewable energy alignswith L NB f broadef a

goalsof reducingcarbonemissionsand conservingnatural resources makingPurecampinga
modelfor environmentallyconsciougourism.

Additionally,t dzNB O cadinithi@t ecofriendly infrastructure and wellnessfocused
activities contributes to SDG11 by supporting a sustainablecommunity that respectsand
integrates with the natural surroundingsof Loop Head The incorporation of durable,
sustainable materials for accommodations,along with wellness workshops, yoga, and
meditation sessionsencouragegueststo connectwith nature and adopt a lifestyle rooted in
sustainabilityand well-being

Theseinitiatives not only support responsibleconsumption(SDG12) by promoting minimal
waste and resourceconservation,but also cultivate a culture of environmentalstewardship
amongvisitors By balancingcomfort with eco-friendly practices,Purecampingpffers a unique
model for sustainableglampingthat prioritizesenvironmentalcare while enhancingthe guest
experiencefeinforcingthe role of eco-tourismin protectingnatural habitats

EPIC STAYDESIGNING INNOVATIVE TOURISM STAYS




Photo CreditPodUmnaGlamping Village, County
Galway, Ireland
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CASE STUDY, . _

OWNERSHIP MOL
IRELAND

PODUMNACAMPING/ILLAGE

Category Campsite
Location DominickStreet,Portumng CountyGalway
Website:www.podumnavillage.ie

What Makes this Accommodation an Epic Stay!

Portumnais a smalltown in southeastGalway,located at the point where the ShannonRiver
widensand becomesLoughDerg For manyyearsthe tourism focusof GalwayCountyCouncil
has been the city of Galwayand the west of the county, along the Wild Atlantic Way and
tourismto the easternside of the county hassuffered In 2011 fire destroyedthe only hotel in
Portumng leaving the town with only a handful of B&Bs and some rental cabins to
accommodatetourists and affecting many of the local businessesPortumnaand LoughDerg
are located within the Failte Ireland Hidden Heartlandsmarketing area and PodUmnawas
includedin the pilot for the FailtelrelandWelcomeStandardan approvalprogrammefor non-
standardaccommodationThereis easyaccesso a marina,a 1500acre Coillteoperatedforest
park with walkingand bike trails, and tourist attractionssuchas PortumnaCastleand Thelrish
WorkhouseCentre


http://www.podumnavillage.ie/




